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WHAT HAVE THEY TOLD US ABOUT GANGS?
A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF TWENTIETH
CENTURY TEXTS ON U.S. GANGS
Douglas Lee Gilbertson,

Ph.D.

Western Michigan University, 2002
Inspired by a scholarly desire to understand and
explain things,

formal theoretical explanations for the

social problem of gangs have been around just about as
long as gangs themselves.

This is an inductive content

analysis of the texts within twentieth century works
explaining gangs.

This study explores those explanations

as social artifacts and analyzes the text within them in
order to identify textual similarities.

This is

accomplished by consolidating codified text or words
until typologies of abstract theoretical concepts are
revealed.

The purpose of this study is to identify

probable causal factors for gang formation and gangjoining behavior that could be addressed while developing
community programs and projects.
The study approaches this problem by posing four
research questions.

The first research question is

directed at the study's literature review.

(1) What

theoretical concepts, specifically sociological, can be
employed to interpret the texts and to develop categories
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and classes?

This is followed by a generalized question

centered on the research method and design.

(2) Are

explanations related to gang formation and gang-joining
behavior so individually unique that their textual themes
cannot be consolidated into categories under classes?
Two additional questions, specific in nature and related
to the study's findings and conclusions,

are then posed.

(3) What categories and classes were formed?

(4) What

typologies were derived from the categories and classes?
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The Problem
Gangs have been part of the American experience
since the founding days of this nation.

City newspapers

during the economic depression of the early 1800s
reported gangs of juveniles harassing and assaulting
residents

(Grennan, Britz, Rush, & Barker, 2000) .

have been called street gangs,

street corner gangs,

inner-city gangs, urban gangs,

suburban gangs,

gangs, male gangs,

They

rural

female gangs, juvenile gangs, youth

gangs, delinquent gangs, criminal gangs, outlaw gangs,
biker gangs, drug gangs, and prison gangs.

In a 1927

study, gang researcher Frederic M. Thrasher

(2000)

reported that gangs found among Chicago's neighborhoods
were primarily comprised of the following immigrant
populations:
Gypsies,

Bohemians, Croatians, Germans, Greeks,

Italians,

Irish, Jews, Lithuanians, Mexicans,

Poles, and Russians.

Gangs seem to be drawn from every

combination of possible demographic variables.
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Gangs also seem to be everywhere across the United
States.

"Youth gangs were reported in all 50 States,"

according to the National Youth Gang Center's

(NYGC,

1997, p. 9) official report of their 1995 survey of 3,440
local police and sheriff's departments.

As part of their

1995 survey, the NYGC estimated 23,388 youth gangs and
664.906 gang members

(1997, p. x i ) .

This statistic grew

to an estimated 28,707 gangs and 780,233 gang members in
their 1998 survey report

(NYGC, 2000, p. 12).

Using this

last statistic and comparing it with the U.S. Census
Bureau's estimated United States population of
281.241.906 for the 2000 census

(Perry & Mackun,

2001),

this suggests that perhaps 1 out of every 360 residents
may be a gang member.
The aforementioned statistics stand as seemingly
objective measures of reality and may be shocking to some
readers.

However,

it is important to note that any data

compiled from self-reported surveys are based in part
upon subjective human perception.
L. Staines

Robert Ross and Graham

(1972, p. 19) posit the following.

Since meeting the major needs of people represents a
very demanding ideal, we propose, more people have
come to see social reality as falling short of this
ideal and have, therefore, perceived more social
problems. . . . People are, therefore, more willing
to acknowledge the existence of social problems.
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So, how do people come to perceive gangs as a social
problem?

Gangs have existed in societies throughout

history.

However, growth in private and public concern

over gangs is logical since it may reflect increased
coverage by the media during the early 1990s that
portrayed a proliferation in numbers of gangs and an
increase in the level of gang violence.
William Recktenwald (1997) provides statements in a
newspaper article that reflect the standard presentation
of gangs in the media:

a) "The sale and use of crack

cocaine . . . has spread across the entire state
." (p. 1); and b)

. . .

"Illinois is experiencing an alarming

increase in gang-related violence . . . with gang
homicides jumping fourfold to 215 from 1987 to 1995 in
Chicago"

(p. 2).

David E. Neely (1997, p. 37) suggests

that gang-associated problems "have now become an
inescapable concern for mainstream America."
Suman K. Sirpal discusses perceptions of gangs held
by the public and law enforcement, and the portrayal of
gangs in the media.

He suggests that gang members are

portrayed as "mean and cruel, have no respect for their
own or others' lives, and commit senseless crimes for
personal profit

. . . who have no aim in life but the

destruction of the society for personal gain"
1997, p. 13).

(Sirpal,

Sirpal posits that empirical research
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supports a strong correlation between gang membership and
criminality.
The hypothesis that gang membership and delinquent
behavior are related has stood the test of time and
seems to be an accepted empirical fact by the
research community . . . [it] is increasingly being
identified as a major factor in the rising level of
violence in the United States . . . .
(Sirpal,
1997, p. 13)
Claire Johnson, Barbara Webster, and Edward Connors
(1995) suggest that street gangs are a social and
political concern due to the crimes that their members
commit.

A quick review of other authors' works

demonstrates a suggested relationship between gangs and
social problems:
problem.

a)

". . . gangs are a community

. . ." (Virginia Commission on Youth, 1996); b)

"The gang problem is not a 'their problem;'
phenomena is an 'our problem.'"

the gang

(Kirk-Duggan, 1997, p.

24); and c) "Communities are implementing a combination
of prevention,

intervention, and suppression strategies

to address the gang problem"

(Burch & Chemers, 1997, p.

1) .
Recktenwald (1997, p. 1) cites a report prepared by
the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority which
states,

"'While urban areas were hit particularly hard,

suburban and rural communities were far from immune from
the problem.'"
Moore's

This assessment is supported by John P.

(1997) assertion that the number of cities,
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5
towns, and counties experiencing gang problems is
growing.

The federal government has clearly joined

private citizens and researchers in the perception of
gangs as a social problem.

In their review of findings

from a National Institute of Justice sponsored nationwide
survey, Johnson, Webster, and Connors

(1995) state that

"more than 80 percent of prosecutors acknowledged gangs
were a problem in their jurisdiction."
The federal government has established an agency to
specifically address the gang problem.

The National

Youth Gang Center "was created because of the
proliferation of gang problems over the last two decades,
from larger cities to smaller cities, suburbs, and even
rural areas"

(Bilchik,

1995).

position of some researchers

However,

it is the

(e.g., Knox,

1994)

that the

federal government has long ignored the issue of gangs
and under-estimated, and under-accounted for, the real
extent of the gang problem.

Thus, any presentation of

gangs may reflect either public perceptions, government
goals, or the actuality of the issue.

One may ascertain

that gangs are perceived by the general public, and by
local, state and federal agencies as a problem worthy of
special attention.
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The Purpose of the StudyInspired by a scholarly desire to understand and
explain things,

formal theoretical explanations for the

social problem of gangs have been around just about as
long as gangs themselves.

This study was an inductive

content analysis of the texts within twentieth century
works explaining gangs.

The purpose of this study was to

identify probable causal factors for gang formation and
gang-joining behavior that could be addressed while
developing community programs and projects.

This study

did not analyze cause-effect relationships provided
within said explanations, nor did it attempt to integrate
concepts or propositions found among various theoretical
perspectives.

Rather,

it explored those explanations as

social artifacts and analyzed the text within them in
order to identify textual similarities.

This was

accomplished by consolidating codified text or words
until typologies of abstract theoretical concepts were
revealed.

This research effort involved three steps:

(1) explication of theoretical concepts

(a literature

review), (2) exploration for textual themes

(an

appropriate research design followed by findings and
conclusions), and (3) exploitation of typologies
(recommendations and implications).
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Explication of Theoretical Concepts
This study's research design involved consolidating
identified text or words related to explanations for gang
formation and gang-joining behavior into categories and
classes of theoretical concepts.

Therefore,

theoretical

concepts had to be identified first for use in later
codification.

Consistent with an absence of a formalized

gang definition within academia, there exists no unified
theoretical perspective regarding gangs.
starting point,

A necessary

then, was to review those theoretical

perspectives recognized within academe that address
crime, delinquency,

criminals, or delinquents.

This

study's review of the pertinent theoretical literature
primarily reflects a sociological paradigm.
Exploration for Textual Themes
Research Approach.

Only a few authors have gone

beyond an examination of a handful of works, and even
fewer have attempted an analysis of a significant number
of available theoretical perspectives.

It would likely

be a never-ending task to attempt discovery of and to
produce such an analysis of possible causal explanations
in a singular opus.

Thus, a collective body of knowledge

that one may refer to as "criminological theory" exists
within the literature as a whole, but remains fragmented
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amongst numerous works.

This is especially true for

scholarly efforts related to gangs.
There are three general types of theoretical
integration presented in the literature:
propositional,

conceptual,

and synthesizing (Barak, 1998; Bernard &

Snipes,

1996; Hirschi,

1979; Liska, Krohn,

& Messner,

1989).

Conceptual integration reveals concepts for

comparison in order to identify theoretical overlap.
Propositional integration involves relating or linking
principles or propositions from various theories, either
end to end, side by side, or up and down.

Lastly,

synthesizing integration attempts to harmonize supposedly
competing theories by means of accommodation and merger.
Generally speaking, works aimed at theoretical
integration retain consideration for causal relationships
between concepts; such as, linear or interdependent,
multiple,

interactive or reciprocal, and dialectic or

codeterminative

(Barak, 1998).

Prima facie, this study's assessment of the text
within twentieth century works may appear to have been an
attempt at theoretical integration.

However, this study

was not concerned with issues of theoretical overlap,
relating or linking, or accommodation and merger, nor did
it attempt to maintain or challenge previously proposed
causal relationships.

Rather, this study was done by
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extracting words
explanations,

(i.e., texts) presented as part of said

correlating them with other words of

similar meaning into categories, and then organizing
these under classes.

It approached the research problem

by forming an overall "What" question designed to
identify basic issues
example,

(Neuman & Wiegand, 2000); for

"What have they told us about gangs?"

Research Questions.

The study approached this

problem by posing four research questions.

The first

research question was directed at the study's literature
review.

(1) What theoretical concepts,

sociological,

specifically

can be employed to interpret the texts and

to develop categories and classes?

This was followed by

one generalized question that was relevant to the
research method and design.

(2) Are explanations related

to gang formation and gang-joining behavior so
individually unique that their textual themes cannot be
consolidated into categories under classes?

Two

additional questions were specific in nature and related
to the study's findings and conclusions.
categories and classes were formed?

(3) What

(4) What typologies

were derived from the categories and classes?
Research Hypotheses.

Upon beginning this endeavor,

it was impossible to forecast answers for some of the
research questions without the study's findings.
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However,

the following hypotheses are proposed for

research question 1 and 2, respectively.

(1) All

available theoretical concepts, specifically
sociological, can be employed for greater thickness of
description and interpretation

(Denzin, 1989).

(2)

Although explanations related to gang formation and gangjoining behavior are unique to differential extents,
their textual themes are not individually unique and can
be consolidated into categories under classes.
Exploitation of Conceptual Typologies
Communities rarely recognize emerging gang problems,
and some fail to acknowledge the presence of a problem
even though their local law enforcement agencies do.
Once it is decided that "something has to be done about
these gangs," residents and community agencies jump into
action.

Often with some success,

they employ an existing

state or federal program such as D.A.R.E.
Resistance Education) or G.R.E.A.T.
Education And Training).

(Drug Abuse

(Gang Resistance

This process, however,

requires

seeking and waiting for program funding approval and
resources.

Although these programs eventually reflect a

proactive or preventative approach, generally,

they are

initially applied reactively to an existing or perceived
community problem.
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The objective of this study is associated with both
its intended usefulness and the targeted reading
audience.

The goal was to identify a set of foundational

elements that could be addressed and included during the
planning phase of any community program addressing gangs.
Communities can respond more swiftly, with greater focus,
proactively as well as reactively, by utilizing existing
community resources that address this study's identified
set of foundational elements.

Developers of such

programs can also increase program effectiveness by
including sensitized tailoring in consideration of
different neighborhood or ethnic cultures within their
communities, and the personal demographics of target
populations.
Thus, this study serves as an informational
resource.

First,

it could be most useful to planners of

community anti-gang programs and projects at a city or
municipal level of government

(e.g., elected and

appointed officials, or other secular and non-secular
leaders).

A secondary audience may be those individuals

pursuing careers that may bring them face-to-face with
gang members
officers,

(e.g., law enforcement and corrections

social workers and counselors), as well as

other researchers and parents.

Before one can begin

identifying said core concepts of gang formation,
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12
necessary to review those theoretical perspectives that
are broadly recognized within academe and address crime,
delinquency, criminals, or delinquents.
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CHAPTER II
LITERATURE REVIEW
Comments
This is an inductive content analysis of the texts
within twentieth century works explaining g a n g s .

The

purpose of this study is to identify probable causal
factors for gang formation and gang-joining behavior that
could be addressed while developing community programs
and projects.

Gangs and their associated behaviors

cannot be judged as good or bad so simply.
assessments of behavior are relative,

Moral

"almost any

behavior is deviant--to some people . . . [but] no form
of behavior is deviant--that is, to absolutely everyone"
(Goode, 1975, p. 579).

That which is moral and ethical

or wise and proper for one person may not be considered
as such by another person or group.

What appears as

acceptable in context from one person's perspective may,
at the same time, be unacceptable from another's
perspective.
are Robin Hood

Examples of the subjectivity of perspective
(to the king a thief, and to the peasants

a hero), Benedict Arnold (to the British a patriot, and
to the Colonists a traitor), and gangs

(to a gang member

13
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a surrogate family, and to a community a criminal
nuisance).
Sociologist C. Wright Mills

(1959, p. 3) recommends

that one should employ a "sociological imagination" while
conducting any academic exploration (p. 6).

He posits,

"Neither the life of an individual nor the history of a
society can be understood without understanding both."
Additionally, Mills admonishes readers, suggesting that
no social study completes its intellectual journey "that
does not come back to the problems of biography, of
history and of their intersections within a society"
(1959, p. 6).

This author interprets Mills

(1959) as

implying that there is a difference between knowing about
something and understanding something.

Knowing about

something requires learning its integral parts and their
relationships.

On the other hand, understanding

something requires learning its integral parts, their
relationships, as well as, their impact upon actors and
the context within which that something evolved,
developed or was created.
This concept also applies to theory.

For example,

one can learn about a theory and recite its components
forwards and backwards.
it.

One may even be able to apply

However, greater comprehension of that theory and

its author's intent can be attained through rediscovery
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of the experiential human element and the historical
period within which that theory was constructed.

Think

of this as an application of one's sociological
imagination to achieve a Weberian Verstehen.

Therefore,

it is appropriate at points to review history and to more
thoroughly examine some of the theoretical concepts
presented in this study in order to achieve greater
comprehension of gangs as they were discussed in
twentieth century literature.
Robert K. Merton (1968, p. 36) posits that classical
formulations serve at least two functions:

to help

clarify or affirm that which "is congenial to the
reader," and to provide "a model for intellectual work."
A complete review of the pertinent theoretical literature
addressing an etiology or epidemiology of crime,
delinquency,

criminals, or delinquents would encompass a

host of disciplines and produce a tome.

This study's

review of the pertinent literature primarily reflects a
sociological paradigm with inclusion of some relevant
perspectives from psychology and social psychology.
Environmental Conditions
As suggested in the opening chapter, gangs seem to
be everywhere.

Therefore, a logical starting point is to

review theoretical perspectives that discuss physical and
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human environmental conditions within which gangs may
exist.

Emile Durkheim's

(1893/1933) perspective centers

on an interaction of social structures, cultural context,
and individual human action.

He suggests that during

times of rapid change, society cannot keep pace with and
regulate human behavior.

In a sense, a state of

disequilibrium or anomie exists.

An example might be

current attempts to regulate behaviors associated with
computers,

the Internet, and rapidly changing technology.

Durkheim (1893/1933) considers human nature as
neutral; it can be either good or bad depending upon
outcomes of choices made by an individual.

He suggests

that the spectrum of available choices is provided by
either social structure or culture.

Therefore, one may

posit that Durkheim's perspective is deterministic,

in

that, any choice is based upon defined options of
behavior.

He posits that human action is rational, goal

seeking, and self-serving, and that a normal human
response to abnormal social conditions is deviant
behavior.

He suggests that this behavioral tendency is

present in every human society --therefore,
be considered a pathology.

it should not

In other words, some portion

of every society will always be criminal or deviant no
matter what attempts are made to reduce those behaviors.
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Durkheim's anomie thesis is, to some extent,

supported by

the following perspectives.
In a nutshell, the Chicago School of Thought focuses
on relationships between humans and their environment,
and resulting behaviors as an aggregate group.

Cities

are viewed as living organisms undergoing change and
growth, creating several zones

(Burgess,

the central business district,

the zone of transition,

and the zone of workingmen's homes.
hypothesis,

1925); that is,

Within this zonal

sectors of the community are looked upon as

"natural areas"

(Park, 1952) that provide for

individuals' needs, particularly, that of socialization.
Expounding earlier on this thought, Ernest
Robert E. Park (1925) conclude,
perspective,

w. Burgess and

in their concentric zones

that crime remains relatively constant

within certain zones of a city regardless of racial or
ethnic makeup.
transition,

One in particular, the zone of

is more generally characterized by social

disorganization and records higher rates of crime.
Agreeing with this premise, Clifford R. Shaw and
Henry D. McKay suggest that crime may be more related to
social disorganization within specific physical
environments than it is to the actual people within those
environments

(Shaw, 1929; Shaw &

McKay,

1942).

Social

disorganization is described by Robert J. Sampson and W.
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Byron Groves

(1989) as comprising low economic status, a

mixture of different ethnic or racial groups, highly
mobile residents

(i.e., transients and renters),

disrupted families and broken homes.
The collective proposition of the Chicago School may
represent logical concurrence with Durkheim's anomie
hypothesis by extension:

that some portion of every

city's inhabitants will be deviant or criminal,
therefore,

some sectors of a city should record higher

rates of crime due to social disorganization that
contributes to a propensity for criminal or deviant
behavior.

Social disorganization develops within the

zone of transition as a result of many factors, two of
which are the difficulties faced by residents to succeed
financially and socially.

These problems are directly

related to the capitalist economic system and expansion
out of the central business district into the zone of
transition, as well as conflict between cultures in a
class-bound society.
Versions of conflict theory share a rudimentary
assumption,
conflict

that societies are better characterized by

(social and cultural)

rather than consensus.

They propose that capitalist societies provide an
environment that generates crime.

Within this

criminogenic society, power is obtained by ownership of
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the mode of production (the owning and controlling of
productive private property).

Laws are established to

protect the power resources of vested interest groups,
and these laws identify the survival means of the
working-class as criminal.

Furthermore,

these laws are

designed to control the labor force and the relative
surplus population of unemployed and underemployed
peoples, which is required for capitalism to function
(Gibbons,

1994).

Feminist perspectives attempt to explain inequality
and conflict between men and women in terms of a long
tradition of male domination in society (androcentricity)
and exploitation of women.

They attribute this scenario

to socialization into stereotypical gender roles, and
posit that crimes directed towards women are committed
solely for the purpose of domination and degradation of
women, which ultimately ensures that women will be
maintained in a socially and economically subservient
role to men (Gibbons,

1994) .

In his perspective

(often referred to as the social

reality of crime), Richard Quinney (1974) directly blames
unjust law on the capitalist system.

He suggests that

criminal law is used by the state and the ruling class to
secure the survival of the capitalist system and, as
capitalist society is further threatened by its own
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contradictions, criminal law will be increasingly used in
the attempt to maintain domestic order.

Quinney

(1974)

posits that it would likely cause problems should law
enforcement officials spend their energies pursuing
white-collar criminals of the respectable middle and
upper classes.
his book,

Jeffrey Reiman (1990, p. 115) argues in

"that the system is rigged to make crime appear

to be the monopoly of the poor by restricting the use of
the label crime to the dangerous acts of the poor and not
those of the well off.

..."

Thus, the system is

rewarded when law enforcement officials arrest back-alley
drunks, vagrants, prostitutes, and so forth.
Quinney (1974)

identifies four factors that through

interaction help to produce and maintain a certain high
level of crime in society:

lawmaking by the dominant

class; law enforcement by the criminal justice system for
the dominant class; subsequently, criminal acts by the
subordinate class; and the popular ideology of crime.

He

conceptualizes the state as a coordinating agency
involved in facilitation of capital accumulation
(protecting existing wealth and creating opportunities
for increased wealth among the capitalist class)

and

legitimization (justification of the capitalist system to
the masses).

He expounds legitimization as generally

involving handouts and subsidies to the surplus
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population

(unemployed), in an attempt to appease and

convince them that social inequality is just, and that
the state is concerned for their welfare.
Quinney (1974) suggests that the ideal repressive
capitalist system would not be a police state

(Turk's

physical force), rather, that it would exist in an
environment where there are no police, everyone having
accepted the legitimacy of the society and its daily
consequences.

Those consequences comprise deciding how

one can strive for and attain measures of success as
defined by society.

Will one use legitimate means

(i.e.,

acceptable, non-deviant or non-criminal), or will one use
illegitimate means

(i.e., unacceptable, deviant or

criminal)?
Robert K. Merton's

(1968) anomie perspective

addresses society and these daily consequences; it is
often referred to as the strain or goal-means gap theory.
He focuses on the relationship between social structure,
cultural context, and individual human action.

Social

structure creates those in power and the powerless.

It

also creates those who have attained culturally defined
goals and those who have-not.

Merton suggests that

defined cultural goals exist within society and are
purported to be attainable by every American

(e.g.,

anyone can become President of the United States).

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

22
Cultural goals of success comprise at least wealth,
material possessions, and notoriety from intellectual or
artistic achievement,

in other words, the American Dream.

Merton (1968) suggests that control over legitimate
opportunities of achieving these goals rests in the hands
of the "haves" in power within the social structure.

He

believes that society over-emphasizes these goals and
that an overarching objective is to outdo one's
competition in achieving cultural measures of success.
Merton suggests that coupling inherent obstacles
poverty and poor education)
attainment

(e.g.,

to legitimate means of

(e.g., higher education and employment)

"produces a strain toward anomie and deviant behavior" in
both society and individuals

(1968, p. 211).

Merton considers human nature as neutral.

It can be

either good or bad depending on the outcome of choices
made from available opportunities provided by society.
Human action is rational and goal-oriented.

Merton

(1968, pp. 193-211) posits five types of individual
adaptation that characterize a normal human response to
the aforementioned sociostructural conditions and related
daily consequences:

conformity (accepting society's

goals and striving to achieve them), innovation (seeking
and acting on alternative--often criminal--means of
attaining society's goals), ritualism (establishing lower
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personal measures of success, while stressing hard and
honest work, and abiding by society's laws),

retreatism

(abandoning all hope of attaining society's goals and
withdrawing into the shell of one's self through any
combination of substance abuse, roaming homeless, or
psychological illness), and rebellion (rejecting
prevailing social expectations, and possibly attempting
to overthrow the existing system in order to substitute
one's own value-rational goals).
Since some individuals are denied legitimate
socially structured opportunities or means by which to
achieve culturally defined aspirations or goals, how do
they achieve them?

Drawing from the work of Solomon

Kobrin (1951), Richard A. Cloward and Lloyd E. Ohlin
posit that differential opportunity structures exist
within society, both legitimate and illegitimate
(Cloward, 1959; Cloward & Ohlin, 1960).

These structures

are accessible and functional relative to their degree of
integration, that is, to an extent to which an
opportunity structure is both present and stable within a
community.

Cloward and Ohlin suggest, as a domain

assumption, that criminal or illegitimate opportunity
structures show a greater degree of integration among
lower-class communities.
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Without the presence of a stable criminal structure,
juveniles would not succeed in a life of delinquency or
crime.

Cloward and Ohlin (1960) propose three ideal

types of delinquent gang subcultures:

a criminal

subculture, with a fully integrated criminal structure
serving as apprenticeship groups that focus on profitmaking through minimal violence; a conflict subculture,
with a nonintegrated criminal structure that centers on
gaining respect through unrestrained behavior, violence,
and property crimes; and lastly, a retreatist subculture,
where the degree of integration of a criminal structure
is unimportant due to a high likelihood of personal drug
use that drives making money for drugs purchases through
generally nonviolent behavior.
Shifting from explanations related to male gangs and
opportunity structures, Freda Adler and Rita James Simon
propose perspectives that center on changes in women's
crime rates within a context of their roles and
opportunity to commit crime.

Adler

(1975) suggests that

the character of female behavior became more masculine
with the liberation of women, which led to adoption of
roles and statuses that are more traditionally thought of
as male.
social,

Simon (1975) states that changes in females'
familial and occupational roles has engendered

changes in extents of opportunity for them to engage in
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crime, particularly employment-related crime such as
embezzlement and so forth.
In accordance with these perspectives on women's
liberation and increased opportunity structures, one may
surmise finding greater female participation in gangrelated activities and crime.
Clarice Feinman

The perspectives of

(1986) and Ngaire Naffine (1987) may

support this premise.

They posit, that despite great

strides that have been made, women remain underemployed
and underpaid, and that most women do not obtain wellpaying and rewarding employment.

Feinman and Naffine

propose that this state of economic marginalization leads
to crimes characterized by petty property offenses.
If one combines and applies Adler's
liberation and Simon's

(1975) opportunity perspectives to

the past fifteen years since Feinman's
Naffine's

(1975)

(1986) and

(1987) discussion of economically marginalized

females, then one could expect to find a change from
predominantly property crimes to that inclusive of
violent offenses.

Thus, women may join gangs in order to

secure income to support raising a family.

This may

especially hold true for females living in urban areas
characterized by low-paying jobs, or a complete absence
of employment opportunities, and the presence of a stable
criminal opportunity structure in the form of gangs.
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Social Relationships
Once one has explored the physical and human
environmental conditions,

it becomes relevant to explore

social relationships between and within society and
groups.

This review comprises that which is taught and

how it is constructed, where and how it is taught or
passed-on, as well as how it is that one decides from
whom to learn.
Throughout childhood and adolescence, one learns
what is right and wrong, good and bad, acceptable and
unacceptable regarding behavior and possessions.

It may

be said that religion plays a significant role in
orchestrating this differentiation for a majority of
people in the world.
states,

Emile Durkheim (1912/1965, p. 52)

"All known religious beliefs

. . . presuppose a

classification of all the things, real and ideal

. . .

into two classes or opposed groups, generally designated
by two distinct terms . . . the words profane and
sacred ."

The preciseness of this dichotomy, according to

Durkheim, cannot be delineated due to differences among
religions.

This is accentuated in the United States

today by a diversity of recognized religions.

The extent

to which religion plays a role in this definitional
process today is arguable.

According to George Ritzer

(1996), society has shifted to a modernized consumer

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

27
culture concerned only with results.

In other words,

there is no longer an appreciation of one's trip and its
experiences, rather, only with how quickly one can get to
a final destination by any means.

This may be further

interpreted within a context of "the McDonaldization of
society"

(Ritzer, 1996) and postmodern perspectives

(Harvey,

1990).

However, one may propose that present-day behaviors
and related attitudes continue to be characteristic of
the behaviors and ideologies of those diverse peoples who
carried religion to the New World.

This author proposes

that an impetus for discovery of new worlds was not the
establishment of colonies and expansion of domain.
Rather,

it was the Crown's appetite for any potential

wealth found among natives and lands.

This enterprise

required large sums of monetary support that the Crown
and the ruling class did not possess.

Therefore,

religious leaders were enticed by an enormous potential
for proselytes in the New World and threw their tents-more importantly, their money --into the Crown's camp.
For this reason, the influence of missionaries carrying
out The Great Commission (Matthew 28:19 & Mark 16:15) and
the conduct of their military escorts cannot be ignored
relative to United States history.
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Professor of History Donald Hofsommer

(personal

communication, Spring 1994) suggests that the French
moved with a policy of "Furs and Souls."

Living amongst

them peaceably for the most part, they acquired desired
goods through trade with trappers and area natives.
Conversion resulted from a free will choice that was
influenced by exposure to the Gospel and by seeing the
technological and material benefits of Christianity.

On

the other hand, the Spanish were more aggressive.
Hofsommer

(personal communication, Spring 1994) refers to

their policy as "the Sword and the Cross."

Their mission

was to seize and claim lands, peoples, wealth and desired
goods for the Crown using military force.

Conversion to

Christianity became a necessity of survival for natives
living under military occupation.
However, a completely different policy arrived a bit
later along the eastern seaboard, that of personal and
religious freedom.

The bearers of this policy were tired

of being told by state churches in the Old World what
they could or could not believe and practice.
Exploration and settlement of the New World was their
answer.

In the New World, they could establish

communities centered on their specific religious
practices.

Perhaps in remembrance of life in the Old

World, this led to an insistence of a separation of
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church and state powers in the United States
Constitution.
Reflecting upon this historical record,

there exists

a commonality among the prevalent groups that established
this nation--they were Protestants.

Most were deviants

from accepted religious norms in their respective home
countries.

Most were imbued with zeal that their

religious beliefs, political causes, or personal goals
were the most righteous and sanctioned by God.

With free

will fervor, they fought to secure, to protect, and to
propagate their form of righteousness upon o thers.
United States history is permeated with conflict and
expansion principled on an intertwined politico-religious
ideology of spiritual righteousness invoking providence
that condones certain military behaviors and political
objectives.
Human interaction creates societies that become more
organized as they evolve.

Religion is an important part

of this organizational process and has influenced every
culture to some extent
1995).

(Jones, Gallagher,

Durkheim (1912/1965)

& McFalls,

suggests that religion

serves a purpose for both an individual and society.
Religion begins the building process of social solidarity
by providing its members with an "unified system of
beliefs and practices relative to sacred things"
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(Durkheim, 1912/1965, p. 62).

These become the norms

that followers accept and to which they adhere.

Religion

further influences solidarity through imposition of
sanctions upon those who deviate from the norms, and by
offering means of atonement.

It gives meaning to life by

providing rituals that consecrate major events
birth, maturity, marriage, and death).
a common,

(e.g.,

Religion affords

shared ground to all its members.

From a Marxian conflict perspective, one could argue
that religion emphasizes the interests of the ruling
class, that it is dominated by those who own the modes of
production, and that it is an instrument of the upperclasses.

This could be especially valid in a nation

where there exists a strong State Church whose coffers
are filled by the wealthy, or in a society governed by a
strong caste system.

However, using Marx's own dialectic

principle and a symbolic interactionist approach, one
could point out Marx's short-sightedness,

in that, he

fails to recognize that people are not passive recipients
of reality, they are active creators of it.
Furthermore,

if Durkheim is correct in presuming two

dimensions of the world and life (i.e., the profane and
the sacred), then the basis of religious doctrines should
have come from people's belief and hope in better
conditions at some point in life or after death, or to
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explain their present miserable condition and to provide
a means to rise above it.

Weber

expounds this, suggesting that

(1922-23/1958, p. 274)
"in the great majority of

cases, a prophetically announced religion of redemption
has had its permanent locus among the less-favored social
strata."
Thus, a prophet or charismatic leader emerges as a
key player in social change.

Examples of an extent to

which a strong charismatic leader can influence social or
religious reform are Martin Luther, John Calvin, and
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Although it may take a strong

charismatic leader to focus issues,

it is a result of his

or her social relationship in organizing the masses to
social action that produces reform.

A Marxian

perspective would suggest that real change is achieved
through social action on the part of the proletariat
(i.e., the masses).

Real reforms have occurred in more

current times under pressure of society as a whole and
not the wealthy.

For example, changes in laws regulating

abortion and doctrinal changes of several Christian
denominations and Judaism allowing for women to hold
positions as priests, pastors, or rabbis.
Returning to history, a consistent characteristic
throughout the religions of those early settlers is "the
Protestant ethic."

Why is it referred to as Protestant
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and not Catholic?

At first analysis,

one may say that it

is simply because Protestantism was predominant among
those early peoples.

However,

the principle of the ethic

can be traced back to the Old World,

specifically,

to

Protestant denominations with Puritanical beliefs.

In

his study of this ethic, Weber defines the "four
principle forms of ascetic Protestantism" as "Calvinism,
Pietism, Methodism, and the sects growing out of the
Baptist movement"

(Weber, 1904-05/1958, p. 95).

He

comments throughout the study on Lutheranism and its
contrast with Calvinism.
Weber

(1904-05/1958) begins his study by comparing

the educational preparations and occupations of Catholics
and Protestants.

He states that the percentage of

Protestants graduating from institutions that prepared
them for jobs in technical,

industrial and commercial

occupations greatly exceeded that of the Catholics;

in

other words,

institutions that prepared them for middle-

class life.

Weber suggests that among journeymen,

Catholics were more likely to remain in their craft and
to become masters.

Protestants, on the other hand, were

more likely to seek and fill upper positions of skilled
labor and administration in factories.
Weber (1904-05/1958) then contrasts the religious
ideals regarding materialism.

He characterizes Catholics
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as having high ascetic ideals

(i.e., indifference towards

"the good things in life"), Lutherans as having the
opposite as "a basis of criticism" of Catholic ascetic
ideals, and French Calvinists as being almost as ascetic
as North German Catholics
41).

(Weber,

1904-05/1958, pp. 40-

The importance of this issue of materialism comes

to light once it is combined with their views of
spiritual salvation.
A Catholic view of salvation is cyclic.

A believer

sins and seeks forgiveness in contrite confession to a
priest

(the liaison between God and believer), who

apportions God's plan for atonement through acts of
penance, and then provides release by imparting
absolution.
behavior.

This is then followed by renewed sinful
Luther (i.e., Lutherans) protested the Roman

Catholic perspective.

Gustav Wingren (1957, pp. 117-123)

explains in his book, Luther on vocation, how Martin
Luther obliterated the distinction between the religious
and secular aspects concerning a Christian's works with a
single treatise.
Werke

In that treatise entitled Von den guten

[On good works], Luther

(1520/1966, p. 241)

expounds his understanding of works and their
relationship to assurance of salvation (i.e., election).
Luther states,

". . . i f you ask where faith and

confidence may be found or whence they come . . . without
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any doubt it does not come from your works or from your
merits, but only from Jesus Christ.
in Atkinson,

..."

(as translated

1966, p. 38).

Thus, these two doctrines may be summarized as:
Catholics,

for

faith in Christ and asceticism leads to

salvation that requires good works; and for the
Lutherans,
works.

faith leads to salvation that generates good

In both cases, an individual chooses to be saved.

Also considered Protestant, the Calvinist

(from John

Calvin) view of salvation is different in that it is
founded on a doctrine of predestination (i.e., that God
elects those who will be saved).
Weber points out that Calvin rejects others'
assumptions that a believer can know whether or not he or
she has been chosen or damned.

Rather, Calvin suggests

that believers are to consider themselves as having been
chosen for salvation.

Relative to Calvinism, Weber

(1904-05/1958) posits that "in order to attain selfconfidence

[of salvation]

intense worldly activity is

recommended as the most suitable means . . .
counteracting feelings of religious anxiety"
Furthermore,

of
(p. 112).

that this activity is "the technical means,

not of purchasing salvation, but of getting rid of the
fear of damnation"

(p. 115).

In other words, a

Calvinist's good works do not create or purchase
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salvation,

rather they confirm a conviction that one is

saved.
This worldly activity is derived from the Calvinist
perspective on the meaning of life.

That is, that God is

not there for humanity, rather, that humanity is here for
God.

Weber summarizes the Calvinist meaning of life:

the world exists for the sole purpose -of glorifying God;
an elected Christian, being in the world,

is to serve

that purpose by fulfilling God's commandments to the best
of one's ability; God requires a believer's social life
to be in accordance with His commandments; and, a
believer's social life is for the greater glorification
of God (i.e., in majorem gloriam Dei) (Weber,

1904-

05/1958) .
One may propose,

then, that the United States was

built upon a foundation of predominantly Puritanical
doctrine by individuals who willingly struggled with
others, while ardently erecting an economic structure
that glorifies God through diligent application of given
talents, all in hope of assuring themselves of salvation.
Since the "God of Calvinism demanded of His believers not
single good works, but a life of good works"

(Weber,

1904-05/1958, p. 117), they set about this task through
capitalist enterprise.
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Humanity's present interpretation of capitalism is
derived jointly from two diametrical perspectives,
of the United States
former Soviet Union

that

(capitalism as good) and that of the
(capitalism as evil).

These two

perspectives collectively define capitalism as the
greatest possible accumulation of material goods,
property,

and money by any means available.

According to

Weber, this definition could not be further from the
truth when one examines the essence of capitalism.
Weber states that the "impulse to acquisition,
pursuit of gain, of money, of the greatest possible
amount of money, has itself nothing to do with
capitalism"

(1904-05/1958, p. 17).

He suggests that

capitalism is "an actual adaptation of economic action to
a comparison of money income with money expenses"
1904-05/1958, p. 19).

(Weber,

Weber admonishes that "greed for

gain is not in the least identical with capitalism, and
is still less its spirit" and that capitalism "may even
be identical with the restraint, or at least a rational
tempering, of this irrational impulse"
17).

(1904-05/1958, p.

He defines capitalism as "the pursuit of profit,

and forever renewed profit, by means of continuous,
rational,

capitalistic enterprise"

(Weber, 1904-05/1958,

p. 17) .
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If Weber's definition is the more correct one, then
capitalism has existed in numerous places throughout
world history.

How is it then that capitalism got its

foothold in early American society?

An answer can be

drawn from the preceding paragraphs, which presented a
nation settled predominantly by zealous Protestants who
were educationally and occupationally prepared for
capitalist enterprise, and whose religious doctrines
actually encouraged such activity.

Economic rationalism,

which is dependent upon technique

and law, can be

hindered by spiritual obstacles.

However,

these

dichotomous rationalities were brought together in
harmony under Puritanical doctrines,

functioning

unchecked in teamwork upon an open playing field of the
New World (Weber,

1904-05/1958).

Herein, a relationship is developed between Weber's
Protestant ethic

(1904-05/1958) and Merton's culturally

defined measures of success
Weber (1904-05/1958)

(1968).

In summary, Max

suggests that aspects of Protestant

religious doctrine engender a life and work ethic
evidenced within the United States capitalist economic
system.

He summarizes this ethic

and more money,

combined with the strict avoidance of

spontaneous enjoyment of life"
53).

as "the earning ofmore
all

(Weber, 1904-05/1958, p.

He describes this ethic as comprising hard work,
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delaying gratification and spending wisely,

living within

one's means, paying bills on time, saving and investing
money, and dealing honestly in business.
relates to Merton's

Clearly, this

(1968) discussion of cultural goals

associated with the American Dream, wherein, an
accumulation of wealth is identified as a major cultural
measure of success.
One may now explore how social values and practices
are constructed and woven into the fabric of present-day
American cultural.

According to Herbert Blumer (1969),

purely social symbols communicated between individuals
produce human behavior (this perspective is often called
symbolic interactionism).

Within this environment,

humans interact and develop meaning for exchanged words
and actions; this is a cyclic or dialectic process
(Berger & Luckmann,
1934/1962; Searle,

1966; Bottomore,

1956; Mead,

1995; Spector & Kitsuse,

1987).

Within this process of socially constructing reality,
day-to-day relationships will more likely reflect actual
underlying cultural values than they will codified laws
built upon assumed common values drawn from a
presupposition that a Protestant ethic served as a
functional basis at some point in history.

Therefore,

one should examine social structures wherein cultural
values are constructed and taught.
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The first social structure that shapes a person's
values is the home.

Mark Colvin and John Pauly (1983)

propose that lower-class parents reproduce, at home and
upon their children,

the coercive patterns that they

experience within their workplace.
John Hewitt

Robert Regoli and

(1994) expound this idea, suggesting that

children experience parental oppression to varying
extents.

Their differential oppression perspective

comprises four linked premises:

the unjust use of

parental authority as demonstrated by an extreme emphasis
and imposition of adult concepts of order, by parents who
view their children as inferior objects,

leads to

adaptive responses of the child.
Commenting on the family social structure, John
Hagan

(1989, 1991) offers a power-control perspective for

the construction of children's social reality.

Hagan

suggests that children experience differential treatment
and expectations according to their biological sex.
are expected to behave like boys

Boys

("frogs and snails and

puppy-dog tails"), and girls like girls

("sugar and spice

and everything nice"), in other words, to behave in
socially acceptable masculine and feminine ways.

Hagan

posits that boys experience less parental control than
girls during their developmental years.

Boys are allowed

greater freedom to seek pleasure and to explore risk-
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taking activities.

Thus, children are subliminally

taught values and behaviors associated with the gender
concepts of masculine and feminine.
A gender-based value that is usually taught is that
women are somehow less valuable and important.

Michael

J. Hindelang, Michael Gottfredson, and James Garofalo
(1978) propose that differences in victimization rates
can be explained by a relationship with victim
lifestyles.

This association has three primary

influences:

social roles, which affect the amount of

one's public exposure to danger; one's position in
society,

that is, the higher the position then the lower

a risk of victimization; and, a rational component
relative to decisions about behaviors in which to
participate

(Hindelang, Gottfredson, & Garofalo,

1978) .

One may extrapolate this thesis and conclude that female
victimization, especially sexual and physical abuse
within the home environment, conveys a diminished social
position and low social value.
An examination of theoretical premises from the
Classical School of Thought reveals another social
structure that constructs and teaches values, that is,
the criminal justice system and its codified laws.
Authors within classical criminology suggest that humans
are rational beings, weighing the costs and benefits of
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their actions

(rational).

These theorists posit that

humans seek pleasure and avoid pain, and that humans are
free to choose their behavior (i.e., hedonistic and
exercise free w i l l ) .

Since humans freely choose to

commit crimes based upon an assessment that more can be
gained than lost, they are therefore responsible for
their actions and punishment is justified (retribution).
It may be said that humans are prone to offend, but
respond to control measures.
control measures,

Part of responding to

is the voluntary relinquishment of some

freedom to the State in order to maintain peace.
Cesare Beccaria

(1764/1963) wrote his twelve

principles in response to the cruelty and arbitrary
enforcement of French law on its people.

He advocated

balancing punishment with the type and severity of crime
committed, and that it should not be excessive or cruel.
Jeremy Bentham (1789/1948)

suggested that law deters

crime (general and specific deterrence) by means of a
certainty of detection and apprehension,

justice that is

carried out swiftly, and punishment that is severe enough
to outweigh any benefits.
The Classical School of Thought has greatly
influenced present-day concepts within the U.S. justice
system.

Concepts of particular importance are that of

the purpose of law (which is the prevention of crime),

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

42
and a general and specific deterrence resulting from
potential and actual punishment.

Two of Bentham's

(1789/1948) key points can be found in today's sentencing
practices:
punishment

repeat offenders receive more serious
(e.g.,

"three-strikes" laws); and similar

punishment should be given to people who have committed
similar offenses

(i.e., determinate sentencing).

Prima

facie, one may infer that the United States criminal
justice system, by means of its codified laws and routine
practices,

socially constructs and teaches acceptable

values about personal responsibility,

respect for human

dignity, and fairness in the treatment of humans.
However, another version of conflict theory

(often

called the reality of law) challenges this assumption.
William J. Chambliss

(1969) posits that the enforcement

and adjudication of law is unjust and favors those in
power.

Chambliss further defines the State as not being

a value-neutral arena in which laws are formed for the
good of everyone, and which do not reflect a consensus
view of the citizenry.

He states that the discrepancy

lies in the authorities' unjust and unfair handling of
their subjects.

His argument is partially supported by

numerous studies that indicate a disproportionate number
of racial minorities in United States prisons.
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Additionally,

forensic science has increased the

number of apprehensions and convictions in recent y e a r s .
Deterrence and incapacitation policies are carried out
while courts are over-worked, and jails and prisons are
filled beyond capacity.

Application of the three-strikes

and general incapacitation aspects of the Classical
School of Thought requires us to build more jails and
prisons.

If threats of punishment are not carried out,

then said threat is idle and the desired deterrent effect
will not exist.

Thus, society spends more tax dollars on

humans after-the-fact rather than preventatively.

This

practice places society in a reactive position rather
than a proactive position.
In light of Chambliss'

(1969) argument, one may

conclude that United States society and its codified laws
socially construct one set of values, while the criminal
justice system's routine practices teach an alternative
set of values.

It teaches that personal responsibility

does not apply unless one is caught and brought into the
system.

It teaches that society is not concerned with

whether one participates "according to the rules" as a
valued member,
cells.

since after all, there are always prison

It teaches that some people are accorded

different treatment.

Thus, human dignity is for naught.
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Considering differences across American society in
religion, ethnicity, and opportunity structures, this
creates a condition of cultural disharmony concerning
what is to be considered as acceptable values, goals,
means, and behaviors.

Thorsten Sellin (1938) calls this

culture conflict, and posits that conduct norms are rules
that govern behavior,
cultures.

the content of which varies among

He proposes that those in the majority

culture, vested with social and political power,
definitions for conduct norms, especially,
to codified laws.

control

as they relate

Thus, the minority culture's conduct

norms stand a greater chance of being identified as
illegal behaviors.
Walter B. Miller (1958) posits that illegal forms of
behavior are more common among lower-class youth.

Miller

focused his research on street corner gangs of
adolescents within lower-class areas
"delinquent subcultures").

(he defined gangs as

Miller (1958) opines that

incentives for engaging in crime are greater within these
cultures than in others.

He suggests that these

environments foster a gap between aspirations and actual
attainability,

thus, producing a set of alternative

values held by the lower-class.

Therefore, this lower-

class environment not only creates values,
provides a locale

(the street corner)

it also

for teaching values
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within the subculture of a youth gang

(i.e., subcultural

transmission).
Returning to the Chicago School of Thought, Shaw and
McKay (1942) concur with Miller's
cultural transmission.

(1958) postulate of

Rather than focusing on any

specific type of group or culture, they draw from Burgess
and Park's

(1925) zonal hypothesis.

Shaw and McKay

suggest that greater opportunity exists for exposure to
delinquent and criminal values due to ecological patterns
found within a city.

Furthermore, that a delinquent

tradition is transmitted or passed-on by elders and
peers.

This conclusion is also supported by the work of

another author.
Edwin H. Sutherland (1939) built upon several
preceding perspectives.

In 193 9, Sutherland developed

his own differential social organization theory.
and McKay's

(1942)

Shaw

later work was composed of social

disorganization as a result of neighborhood mobility, a
demographically mixed population, extreme economic
deprivation, and crime that is transmitted through
personal and group contacts (i.e., values and skills).
Sutherland (1939) consolidated these concepts and then
expanded them into his theory of differential
association.
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In a nutshell,

Sutherland's

(1939) theoretical

perspective states that criminal and noncriminal behavior
are expressions of the same underlying needs and values.
He suggests that people acquire techniques for committing
crime, as well as appropriate motives, attitudes, and
rationalizations from their communication with others
through interaction in intimate groups.

Sutherland

posits that criminal or delinquent behavior results from
an excess of definitions within these communications that
are favorable to violation of the legal code.

Lastly, he

proposes that a tendency toward delinquency is affected
by the frequency, duration,

intensity and priority of

this interactive communication process.
Daniel Glaser

(1956) argues that an individual's

role in developing criminality has been ignored,

in that,

Sutherland does not fully consider a process of adoption
and internalization of others' beliefs.

This perspective

(generally referred to as differential identification;
Glaser, 1956) posits that individuals adopt the values of
those with whom they identify.

Furthermore,

that face-

to-face interaction is no longer necessary as part of
this transmission, adoption and internalization process
in today's society due to modern media.
Yet, how does one decide with whom to identify or
from whom to learn?

Glaser (1956) proposes that
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individuals are not passive recipients of criminal
traditions.

Rather, they identify themselves "with real

or imaginary persons from whose perspective his
criminal behavior seems acceptable"
440).

(Glaser,

[their]

1956, p.

In other words, people choose with whom they will

identify, and then assess their own behaviors relative to
how they think said behaviors would be judged by others
with whom they have identified.
"Social control" perspectives offer yet another set
of theories that may help to explain how one decides with
whom to identify or from whom to learn.

Control

theorists assume that elements within the structure of
society restrain the free expression of an innate human
inclination to break rules.

A common concept of control

theories is that humans are viewed as rational beings.
Mark M. Lanier and Stuart Henry (1998, pp. 159-160)
suggest "broken bond" and "failed-to-bond" as two types
of control theories based on "when attachment and
commitment occur and how they are weakened."
Discussions of sociostructural environments that
lead to nonconformity,

such as the Chicago School, anomie

or strain, and subcultural perspectives, would fall under
Lanier and Henry's
theories.

(1998) definition of broken bond

On the other hand, Travis Hirschi's

(1969)

social control perspective (or as it is more commonly
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social bonding theory)

bond definition.

fits within a failed-to-

Hirschi starts with a proposition that

although humans are born with an ability to commit
deviant acts

(i.e., human nature as bad), this can be

prevented by an individual's internalization of bonds
with society.

These bonds must be established

voluntarily and not forced upon an individual.
Hirschi

(1969) defines this process in four parts:

attachment to conventional people and institutions
the strength of the bond);
society's goals

(i.e.

commitment to conformity of

(i.e., the extent of personal

investment); involvement in conventional activities
(i.e., the degree of personal activity); and belief in
the moral legitimacy of society's rules

(i.e., the

measure of internalizing a common value system).

He

suggests that the process of developing these bonds with
society provides an individual with a stake in
conformity, and that fear of depreciating or losing one'
investment precludes rule breaking.
Other works that discuss similar or the same social
bonding concepts are Scott Briar and Irving Piliavin's
"commitments to conformity"

(1965), and James F. Short,

Jr., and Fred L. Strodtbeck's "attachment to peers and
rewards"

(1965).

Meda Chesney-Lind, Merry Morash and

Randall G. Shelden specifically address the lack of
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female criminality in the United States.

They suggest

that a majority of women is predisposed to bonding with
their offspring and establish nurturing relationships
that engender prosocial behavior
Chesney-Lind & Shelden,

(Chesney-Lind,

1989;

1992; Morash & Chesney-Lind,

1991).
Although John Braithwaite's

(1989)

"shaming theory"

is generally considered a part of labeling perspectives,
it fits well within this discussion of social bonding due
its emphasis on the importance of restorative justice.
His perspective makes no judgment as to whether
unacceptable behavior is a result of a failed-to-bond
scenario,
restored.

rather, that the bond is broken and needs to be
Braithwaite

social control:

(1989) defines two methods of

disintegrative shaming,

in which an

offender is ostracized, rejected, punished and
stigmatized; and reintegrative shaming, which invokes
remorse while showing understanding,
respect.

forgiveness or even

Society exercises control over individual

behavior by utilizing shaming that involves a societal
expression of disapproval designed to trigger remorse in
a wrongdoer.

He proposes that disintegrative shaming

usually encourages further deviance, whereas,
reintegrative shaming discourages it (Braithwaite,
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The Social Self
One may now explore the extent to which social
structures and social relationships contribute to
development of the social self.

Preceding theoretical

perspectives suggest that throughout childhood and
adolescence, one learns what is right and wrong, good and
bad, acceptable and unacceptable regarding behavior and
possessions.

One may surmise that they also propose that

conditions within the lower-class contribute to social
relationships characterized by socioeconomic deprivation
and psychoemotional degradation.
According to Kate Friedlander (1947), classical
Freudian psychoanalytic explanations offer the id, ego,
and superego for consideration as parts of the human
mind.

The id represents the locale of unconscious,

irrational and instinctual human impulses.

The ego and

superego reside in the conscious part of the mind.
ego is rational and the superego is moralizing.

The

The id's

antisocial behavior is regulated by the ego and superego.
Couched within a context of sexual identification,
Freudian psychoanalysts explain juvenile delinquency by
looking for abnormalities or disturbances in an
individual's emotional development during early
childhood.
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Neo-Freudian explanations, on the other hand, depart
from implications of Oedipus or Electra complexes and
focus on development of the superego.
(1994, p. 84) states,

As Ronald L. Akers

"neo-Freudian explanations of crime

and delinquency emphasize the underdevelopment or
disrupted development of the superego, due to the absence
of parents or the presence of cruel, unloving parents."
Another three-part explanation related to the
development of the social self is offered by George
Herbert Mead (1934/1962).

In summary, Mead proposes that

actualization of the "self" is a dialectic social process
comprising development of the "I" and the "me" through
interactive communication of significant symbols

(i.e.,

language and gestures) and an internalization of
organized sets of attitudes held by "the generalized
other."

The relevance of this perspective to individuals

forming gangs necessitates a thorough review.
The following interpretation of Mead's work utilizes
his discussion of the abstract concept of the human mind
and the concrete perception of the human in corporeal
form.

Mead (1934/1962, p. 138) suggests that the self

becomes an object unto itself experientially "from the
particular standpoints of other individual members of the
same social group, or from the generalized standpoint of
the social group as a whole."

This process begins when
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an individual

(in the form of person A) acknowledges the

presence of an entity (in the form of person B) by
responding with words or gesturing with certain behaviors
and actions.
Within this context, the self is objectified "only
by taking the attitudes of other individuals toward
himself

[or herself]"

(Mead, 1934/1962, p. 138).

Therefore, once this entity recognizes that words or
gestures are directed towards it, then the entity
surmises that it might exist.

To test this hypothesis,

the entity issues forth its own words or gestures and
waits for a reply.

A response is returned, and the

entity now concludes that it exists as both a being that
can be acted upon and as one that can act out and elicit
responses.
As occasions of social interaction with others
continue, a library is established within the entity
comprising words and gestures along with their shared
meanings

(i.e., a recognition shared with others of what

they are and the responses that they elicit).

This is

accomplished by "the process of communication . . . the
triadic relation on which the existence of meaning is
based"

(Mead, 1934/1962, p. 139).

In other words,

it is

based upon the communicative relationship between the I,
the me, and the generalized other.

Mead posits that the
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"conversation of gestures is the beginning of
communication"

(p. 141), and defines "communication in

the sense of significant symbols"
considers "language as

(p. 139), of which he

[a] significant symbol"

(p. 145).

As the entity continues its social interaction
within groups,

it develops a sense of the generalized

attitudes of others concerning various significant
symbols.

Mead (1934/1962, p. 175) suggests that "it is

due to the individual's ability to take the attitudes of
these others in so far as they can be organized that he
[or she] gets self-consciousness."

Stated differently,

as others' attitudes are incorporated into its own frame
of understanding and acted upon, then they help the
entity to find its place within society,
reaffirming its own existence.

thereby,

Mead further (1934/1962,

p. 155) proposes that "the community exercises control
over the conduct of its individual members" through
internalization of the generalized attitudes of others.
It is through this aspect of the social process of
actualizing the self that the "community enters as a
determining factor into the individual's thinking"

(p.

155) .
A transition occurs at some point within this social
process from physically perceptible and concrete words
and gestures to cognitively perceivable and abstract
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concepts such as success and poverty.

Simplistic

examples of physically perceptible and concrete words and
gestures are any ethnic or racial slur, or an extended
middle finger.

Relative to gangs, this could be the

slogans, monikers, acronyms for the names of sports
clothing manufacturers, and hand signs that they use to
identify themselves and their groups.

Examples of

cognitively perceivable and abstract concepts pertinent
to gangs are that of respect and disrespect, brotherhood
and sisterhood,

fear and security.

Mead (1934/1962, p. 157) builds on this principle of
the concrete and the abstract.

He posits that society

comprises two kinds of "socially functional classes or
subgroups of individuals to which any given individual"
can belong.

An individual may be a member of "concrete

social classes or subgroups."

Generally speaking,

elements of this category are represented by names or
titles,

such as the Republican Party, the Alpine Ski

Club, or the Prudential Group of Investors.

The second,

"abstract social classes or subgroups," do not require
physical affiliation or participation in activities.
Rather, they represent a state of perceived existence and
membership in such as the lower-class,

the impoverished,

or academe.
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suggests that members

of actual organized elements of social interface may not
have any concrete relationship with one another.

Rather,

they may only be related relative to their membership in
an abstract social class or subgroup.

He posits that

multiple membership in abstract social classes or
subgroups engenders "entrance into definite social
relations

. . . cutting across functional lines of

demarcation which divide different human social
communities from one another, and including individual
members from several . . . such communities"

(Mead,

1934/1962, p. 157).
This conceptualization is particularly relevant to
gangs in America today.

Knox (1991, p. 75) states that

"specific gangs more often than not consist of members
who are predominantly of one racial or ethnic group"
(i.e., ethnic homogeneity).

However, an increasing trend

within the development of gangs is ethnic heterogeneity.
As reported by survey respondents in 1998, thirty-six
percent of all United States youth gangs were multiethnic
or multiracial according to the National Youth Gang
Center (2000, p. 23).

In Mead's terms, one may infer

that at least some relationship within an abstract social
class brings these youth together in concrete social
subgroups.
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Mead's

(1934/1962) perspective is found within

previously discussed theories.

His emphasis on the

communication of significant symbols rather than on the
persons with whom or the social structures within which
individuals interact is reflected in Sutherland's
differential association,

(193 9)

when considering Mead's

dialectic social process of developing the self,
particularly, the establishment of shared meanings for
words and gestures, one is reminded of symbolic
interaction

(Blumer,

1969) and the social construction of

reality (Berger & Luckmann,
Kitsuse,

1987).

1966; Searle,

Mead (1934/1962)

1995; Spector &

addresses an

acquisition of shared meanings and an internalization of
a generalized other, therefore,

it is appropriate to turn

next to perspectives that discuss an interplay between
the self and those things that are internalized.
Albert J. Reiss

(1951) suggests that personality and

socialization are important factors in the production of
delinquency.

Relative to personality, he proposes that

delinquency results from the occurrence of any or all of
the following:

a lack of proper internal controls, which

are developed during childhood; or a breakdown in those
controls

(Reiss, 1951, p. 196).

he posits:

Regarding socialization,

an absence of social rules, which are

provided by important social groups

(e.g., family, close

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

57
peers, and community institutions); or a conflict among
those social rules

(Reiss,

1951, p. 196).

Exploring this concept of control, Michael
Gottfredson and Travis Hirschi's

(1990) general theory of

crime proposes that most individuals learn to exercise
restraint, suppress urges, modify risk-taking behavior,
and delay gratification through socialization.

They

propose that most offenders do not present such a
socially learned ability and that they lack self-control.
Regarding the probable causal factors for low selfcontrol, Gottfredson and Hirschi

(1990, p. 96)

"do not

suggest that people are born criminals" as a result of
genetics, nor that this shortcoming may be attributed to
biologically or psychologically based factors.

Rather,

they posit that the "major 'cause' of low self-control
thus appears to be ineffective child-rearing"
Gottfredson and Hirschi

(p. 97).

(1990, pp. 98-100) propose that,

in order to teach a child self-control, an effective
socialization process involves the attachment of the
parent to the child, parental supervision,

recognition of

deviant behavior, and punishment of deviant acts.
This next perspective integrates sociological and
psychological concepts in its discussion of control.
Based on his observation that not all children in high
crime areas turn to delinquency, Walter C. Reckless
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(1953,

1961) concludes that the strongest defense against

delinquent impulses is a good, prosocial self-concept,
which insulates a child from the pushes and pulls of
everyday life.
deviance.

He does not claim to explain all forms of

Reckless defines four concepts that influence

a child's likelihood of delinquency.
First are the outside influences:

external or

outward pulls, such as living conditions, poverty and
unemployment; and internal or inward pushes, such as
ordinary drives and motives like frustration, hostility,
a sense of inferiority, as well as organic brain
dysfunctions or psychological disorders.

He suggests

that the effects of these outside influences may be
precluded or reduced by two forms of control:
containments,

such as the social environment

external
(e.g., the

youth's family, church or community ties); and internal
containments, such as having a good self-concept, good
self-control and a high tolerance for frustration.
Taking this concept of frustration further and
combining it with that which is internalized, Albert K.
Cohen (1955) suggests the focal value for juvenile boys
from the lower-class is social status within a milieu of
the public school.

He posits that youth are judged by a

middle-class measuring rod within the school environment
and that they lack the material and symbolic advantages

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

59
required to succeed.

In other words, these youth are

ascribed a low status prior to entering school based
solely on their family's socioeconomic standing and
likely lack the required social means and skills to
achieve status within such an environment.

Thus, they

can never measure-up and will experience status
frustration.
Cohen (1955) posits that lower-class youth cope with
status frustration by means of reaction-formation

(a

Freudian defense mechanism used to overcome anxiety).
These youth establish new norms and new criteria based on
characteristics that they possess and conduct that they
are capable of demonstrating; thus, creating their own
delinquent subculture.

On a different note, Cloward and

Ohlin (1960) propose that some working-class youth do not
reject middle-class values.

Rather, they seek or

establish illegitimate opportunity structures to achieve
these same culturally defined goals.

Cloward and Ohlin

suggest that neighborhood gangs comprising similarly
situated youth provide such structures.
Preceding perspectives in this section discuss the
development of the self and interactive relationships
between the self and that which is learned as they
pertain to delinquency and criminality.

Although this

next set of perspectives focuses on the learning process
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itself, they fit well in this section due to their
relatedness with Mead's

(1934/1962) discussion of the

generalized other and the development of the self.
Social learning theories generally comprise B. F.
Skinner's

(1938, 1950,

C. Ray Jeffery's

1953, 1971) operant conditioning,

(1965) differential reinforcement,

Robert L. Burgess and Ronald L. Akers'
L. Akers'

(1966), and Ronald

(1985) differential association-reinforcement,

and Albert Bandura's

(1969, 1977) social learning-

modeling.
Skinner

(1938)

suggests that behavior is shaped and

maintained by the consequences that follow it.

He posits

that the greatest affect on an individual's subsequent
behavior is accomplished by employing consequences that
have a high probability of occurring and that immediately
follow said behavior (he refers to this as the schedule
of consequences).

He conceptualizes these consequences

in two categories of contingencies:
rewards) and punishment

reinforcement

(i.e.,

(i.e., aversive stimuli).

Skinner also discusses discriminative stimuli.

These are

present only before or during the conduct of the behavior
in judgment.

They function as a cue of what is to

follow--reward or punishment.

Commercial advertisements

use this concept, ad nauseam, to associate a product with
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some thing or some activity that a potential consumer
f inds rewarding.
Skinner (1938) proposes that both forms of
reinforcement increase, and both forms of punishment
decrease, the frequency that a behavior will be repeated.
Following an actor's demonstrated behavior, a positive
reinforcement occurs when something desirable is provided
and is perceived by the actor as a reward; and a negative
reinforcement occurs when something undesirable is
removed and perceived as a reward.
demonstrated behavior,

Following an actor's

a positive punishment occurs when

something undesirable is provided and is perceived by the
actor as an aversive stimulus; and lastly, a negative
punishment occurs when something desirable is removed and
perceived as an aversive stimulus.
Jeffery (1965) offers a perspective that challenges
concepts from Sutherland's
association, and yet,

(1939) differential

incorporates their essence with

concepts from Skinner's

(1938) operant conditioning.

Jeffery starts with two domain assumptions:

that

criminal behavior is learned, and that the most important
forms of reinforcement are material.

He also suggests

that people accumulate differential past experiences and
meanings, which create various qualities of reinforcement
relative to behavioral consequences.
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He posits that social approval is not required to
maintain criminal behavior.

An individual is not

publicly or socially rewarded or punished each and every
time for any given behavior.

Therefore, one must act in

accordance with past experiences and their learned
meanings.

The product of a crime can itself function as

reinforcement since one does not need others to provide
reinforcing consequences.

In this sense, then, people

only act as discriminative stimuli by providing cues
about potential consequences

(i.e., reward or

punishment).
Jeffery (1965) builds upon Merton's
means gap perspective,

(1968) goal-

suggesting that the quality of any

particular reinforcement is based on an individual's
current socioeconomic condition.
wealthy person

He states that a

(i.e., satiation of the measures of

success) will not likely commit crime.

Whereas, a person

bound in poverty (i.e., deprivation) may commit crimes
associated with attaining culturally defined measures of
success.
Unlike the preceding perspective, Burgess and Akers
(1966), and Akers

(1985), offer one that strictly adheres

to concepts from both Sutherland's
association and Skinner's

(1939) differential

(1938) operant conditioning.

Their theory of differential association-reinforcement
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pronounces that deviant behavior is learned in both
nonsocial situations and through social interaction, but
that most learning is a result of social interaction
within groups.

Furthermore, Burgess and Akers suggest

that the social environment serves as the most important
source of reinforcement
1985) .

(Burgess & Akers, 1966; Akers,

Like Skinner (1938), they posit that it is the

group that controls an individual's consequences;
reinforcement strengthens deviant behavior and punishment
weakens it.

Like Sutherland (1939), they propose that it

is the group that provides a framework within which
definitions for behaviors are developed according to
right and wrong.
Similar to Sutherland's

(1939) concepts of

frequency, duration, intensity and priority, they
(Burgess & Akers,

1966; Akers,

1985) conclude that the

extent of deviant behavior is directly related to the
amount,

frequency, and probability that a given behavior

will be reinforced by the group.

When applied to deviant

or conformist behavior, their version of social learning
explains that an individual1s choice will be the most
satisfying among the available operants, and that an
individual will select the one that has received the
greatest amount and frequency of reinforcement in the
past.

Naturally, the one that has received the most
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reinforcement will have a higher probability of being
selected.
Bandura

(1969, 1977) states that individuals learn

by observing the behavior of others and noting the
consequences of those actions.

He proposes that when

some other person is rewarded for a particular behavior,
then an observer can be vicariously reinforced to model
said behavior with expectations of receiving a similar
reward. Bandura suggests that this reinforcement-modeling
proposition includes possible learning from television
and m o v i e s .
Bandura's proposal of vicarious reinforcement is
quite similar to concepts of the Classical School.
Wherein, the law engenders across society a general
deterrent effect by means of people observing the
punishments delivered upon criminals.

His perspective of

vicarious reinforcement-modeling may even be related back
to concepts within Glaser's
identification,

(1956) differential

that is, that individuals can identify

with and learn from others with whom they have not had
any face-to-face social interaction.

Perhaps, one

explanation for why an individual might identify with a
complete stranger may be based on the anticipation of
similar rewards as a result of modeling that stranger's
behavior.
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Social Action
Is deviant behavior something that is sociallylearned, or is one born to it?

Are gangs a normal part

of society, or does a particular socioeconomic structure
and its actions engender gangs?

Humankind has provided

itself a multitude of rules in its attempt to explain the
unknown,

to worship a supreme being(s), or to control the

conduct of daily affairs.

Must rules first be

established in order for deviance to exist?

When the

first Neanderthal punched another in the face during a
grunting match over a recent kill, was it interpreted by
both of them as deviance

(i.e., assault)?

Was their

behavior considered improper by the group or accepted as
relevant to the struggle between competing members of the
food chain?

One triumphed over the other because he was

bigger and stronger.

But, did the small assembly of

Neanderthals do anything in the form of punishment for
these actions?
Perhaps, deviant behavior was determined
primordially by its relationship to physical health.
Health would have been an important issue for survival.
Could it be that any action endangering survival was
construed as unacceptable behavior?

For example, any

social action related to the necessities of life (food or
water), exposure to potential illness

(clothing, shelter
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or minor injury), deprivation of personal survival
(death), or depreciation of the group's efforts through
loss within the labor force (serious injury or death of
an individual).

Were these the rudimentary concepts that

became theft, assault, and murder?
Perhaps then, a postulate can be formed proposing
that early concepts of deviance and subsequent rules of
conduct were derived from the principle that individual
health ensures group health.

These concepts and rules

would have followed a natural course as social
interaction increased with population and as the society
progressed (i.e., developing language,

increasing the

knowledge base of their environment, advancing in
technology, and gathering more material possessions).
These concepts and rules would have formed an ideology
inclusive of all that an individual possessed and not
just the necessities of life.

They would have shifted in

emphasis from the health of

individuals and their group

to the health of groups and

society.

Durkheim (1895/1982) provides an analogy of
individual and societal health in his book, The rules of
sociological method.

He states that "for societies, as

for individuals, health is good and desirable

(p. 86)

. .

. the duty of the statesman is no longer to propel
societies violently towards

an ideal.

. . .His

[or
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role is rather that of a doctor.
1895/1982, p. 104).

. . ."

(Durkheim,

Durkheim's analogy, therefore,

leads

from an individual's responsibility for health to
society's responsibility for the individual, which rests
in the hands of group leaders.
A contemporary sociologist to Durkheim, Max Weber of
Germany, developed ideal-typical models of authority and
social action, and discussed them in an historical
context.

Wolfgang J. Mommsen

(1989)

interprets Weber as

presenting that societies experience a cycle throughout
their history:

enlightenment and change; adaptation of

beliefs and formalization; routinization and
petrification or stagnation; which eventually leads to a
desire to change the way things have become and a new
period of enlightenment.

Weber refers to this cycle as

the "three pure types of legitimate authority"
(1922/1947, p. 328):

charismatic,

traditional, and

legal.
The phase of charismatic authority is marked by
unrest in the masses.

The human spirit is unrepressed,

allowing for thoughts to be spoken openly.

People are

awakened to their present condition, either in
remembrance of better days or by comparing themselves to
other societies where conditions appear better.

A

charismatic leader rises to the occasion and stirs them,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

68
from the inside-out

(innengeleitet), toward higher goals

that challenge followers' normal life conduct
(Lebensfuhrung) (Mommsen, 1989, p. 148).

Goals

established within this phase are often in the form of
lofty philosophical, high political, greater economic or
spiritual ideas.

Weber refers to them as substantive-

rational or value-rational forms of social action.

He

further defines them as based on beliefs that are outside
the everyday experience
Weber

(ausseralltligliche) .

(1922/1947, p. 341) suggests that traditional

authority can be identified when "legitimacy is claimed
for it and believed in on the basis of the sanctity of
the order and the attendant powers of control as they
have been handed down from the past,

'they have always

existed.'"

He posits two types of primitive traditional

authority:

gerontocracy and patriarchalism (Weber,

1922/1947, p. 346).

Authority and control within a

gerontocracy rests in the hands of "elders."

Weber

states that patriarchalism is "usually organized on both
economic and a kinship basis"

(p. 346).

Control within

this type of authority is held by "a particular
individual who is designated by a definite rule of
inheritance"

(p. 346).

According to Mommsen (1989) , within traditional
authority,

the chief leader's word is assumed as law.
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Under the guise of unification, policies for the group's
actions and points of view are established as things
settle into formalization.

The human spirit of creative

individual thought and action is repressed (or
suppressed) voluntarily to the will of that leader.
There still exists some degree of internal motivation.
However,

it is the energy of the movement--controlled by

the leader--that carries the followers along their path.
Tradition eventually evolves into a third type of
authority--legal authority.
codified into law.

Here, traditions are

Weber (1922/1947, p. 329) states that

"any given legal norm may be established by agreement or
imposition, on grounds of expediency or rational values
or both.

..."

Interpreting Weber, Mommsen

(1989,

p . 152) posits that people's action shifts to that which
"always gives preference to 'formal rationality,'

that is

to say it always seeks optimally to exploit the rules and
regulations of an existing social system."

People

routinely go about performing required tasks in order to
actualize their goals.

They have become purpose oriented

in a society that does not promote significant individual
initiative, rather, conformity.
Weber (1922/1947, p. 333) proposes that the "purest
type of exercise of legal authority is that which employs
a bureaucratic administrative staff."

Wherein, the
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position of supreme chief is occupied "by virtue of
appropriation, of election, or of having been designated
for the succession"

(p. 333).

The human spirit is

oppressed where legal authority is present.

People's

motivation, that which swells within driving one towards
a goal,

is no longer from within, rather,

from without.

Weber suggests that society originates its own oppressor,
that is, "the iron cage of future serfdom"
1989, p. 117).

(Mommsen,

The solidified human spirit is "the

lifeless machinery of modern industrial production" that
toils as "the living machinery of bureaucratic
organization," a broad bureaucratic structure that
leaders utilize to control followers' social energy and
to maintain them on a methodological course in reaching
their goals

(Mommsen, 1989, p. 117) .

Weber (1922/1947, p. 115) examines this historical
cycle and its three forms of legitimate authority more
deeply, and derives four typologies of social action.
These are generally translated by other authors as
instrumental-rational

(zweckrational), value-rational

(wertrational) , affectual-rational
traditional-rational

(traditional) .

(affektuell), and
Conceptually

speaking, three may be correlated with forms of authority
as follows:

instrumental-rational with legal authority,

value-rational with charismatic authority, and
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traditional-rational with traditional authority.

Weber

(1922/1947, p. 117) reminds readers that this
"classification of the modes of orientation of action"
are only meant to stand as conceptually pure forms and
that it "would be very unusual to find concrete cases of
action, especially of social action, which were oriented
only in one or another of these w a y s ."
Instrumental-rationality is characterized by social
action that is "oriented to a system of discrete
individual ends . . . when the end,

the means, and the

secondary results are rationally taken into account and
weighed"

(Weber, 1922/1947, p. 117).

In other words, a

cost-benefit analysis precedes any action within this
form of rationality.

Furthermore, any action(s)

are

prioritized and undertaken by an individual with an
intent towards acquisition of some material thing or
accomplishment of some task.

Clearly, this first mode of

orientation may overlap or combine with others that
follow.
Weber defines value-rationality as the "orientation
of action in terms of absolute value"
116).

(1922/1947, p.

He suggests that examples of this mode of

orientation might be "the action of persons who,
regardless of possible cost to themselves, act to put
into practice their convictions

[such as]

. . . duty,
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honour,

the pursuit of beauty, a religious call, personal

loyalty, or the importance of some
what it consists"

'cause' no matter in

(Weber, 1922/1947, p. 116).

Thus, in

this case, no cost-benefit analysis is relevant.
individual's social actions, therefore,

An

represent a

response to fulfill commands or demands of that which he
or she feels obligated.
This next mode of orientation,

according to Weber

(1922/1947, p. 116), represents "a case of sublimation
when affectually determined action occurs in the form of
conscious release of emotional tension."

He posits that

an impetus for these social actions is "the satisfaction
of direct impulse"

(p. 116).

Additionally, he proposes

that this mode of orientation may be exemplified by such
behaviors as revenge and sensual gratification, as well
as devotion of oneself to a person or ideal,
contemplative bliss, or the working off of emotional
tensions

(Weber, 1922/1947, p. 116).

Weber suggests that traditional-rationality is
characterized by strictly traditional behavior, the
"great bulk of all everyday action to which people have
become habitually accustomed.

. . ." (1922/1947, p. 116).

In other words, there are some social actions that people
do without first assessing the instrumental-rationality
of their behavior or questioning the value-rationality
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upon which it may be based.

They simply act because

"that's the way it's always been done," or because
"that's why it's always been done that way."
Echoing Weber's modes of orientation for social
action, Gottfredson and Hirschi's

(1990) perspective

reflects the aforementioned behavioral characteristics.
It suggests instrumental-rational action to acquire
affectual-rational goals.

They posit that low self-

control manifests itself through an individual's
impulsiveness,

insensitivity toward others,

and short-sightedness

(i.e., a general inability to

prepare or plan for the future)
1990, p. 90).

risk-taking,

(Gottfredson & Hirschi,

They state that crimes "require little

skill or planning," and "provide few or meager long-term
benefits," which "often result in pain or discomfort for
the victim"

(p. 89).

Gottfredson and Hirschi
criminal acts are "exciting,

(1990, p. 89) propose that
risky or thrilling," and

provide "immediate . . . easy or simple gratification of
desires."

However,

like Weber, they conclude that

pleasure is not the major benefit of a lot of crimes.

As

a physical demonstration of low self-control, many crimes
are committed to alleviate discomfort associated with a
"momentary irritation" such as another's verbal
confrontation (Gottfredson & Hirschi,

1990, p. 90).
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behavior of an individual with low self-control tends to
be physical and nonverbal rather than intellectual, and
characterized by versatility (i.e., a wide variety of
criminal acts).
Per Cohen's

(1955) perspective,

lower-class youth

create their own delinquent subculture.

He proposes that

these groups generally demonstrate social action
characterized by a delinquent nature:
outsiders

(focusing on group autonomy); malicious,

run and hedonistic
versatile

hostile to group
short-

(demonstrating affectual-rationality),

(engaging in various forms of delinquent acts);

non-utilitarian

(serving no instrumental-rational

purpose); and negativistic

(showing contemptuous action

toward middle-class values, thus,

lacking acceptable

value-rationality).
Cloward and Ohlin (1960), on the other hand, propose
that some working-class youth do not reject middle-class
values.

Rather,

they accept them but seek or establish

illegitimate opportunity structures,

since they have been

shut-off from approved means of achieving culturally
defined goals.

They suggest that neighborhood gangs

composed of similarly situated youth provide such
structures.
A routine activities approach to crime is offered by
Lawrence E. Cohen and Marcus Felson (1979).

Most avid
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television viewers will likely associate this perspective
with the courtroom concepts of means, opportunity and
motive.

However,

their perspective may be summarized

quite succinctly in terms of corpus delicti
the crime):
rea

actus reus

(the body of

(the commission of a crime); mens

(criminal intent); and concurrence of commission with

intent.

First, Cohen and Felson (1979) posit that crime

occurs as part of everyday patterns of social
interaction,

that is, as part of daily routines.

This

may suggest that an offender will have the means with
which to commit the crime.

Second, a motivated offender

must be present, as well as a suitable target or victim.
Necessary for this scenario to continue is the absence of
a capable guardian or protector.
Gresham M. Sykes and David Matza

(1957) state that

all delinquency theorists make the same mistake when they
imply and exaggerate differences between delinquents and
non-delinquents.

Their neutralization perspective

proposes that delinquent subcultures do not exist,
juveniles drift in and out of delinquency.

Matza

since
(1964)

argues that delinquents really do feel badly at first
about their actions deep inside, but that they neutralize
these thoughts and emotions over time using five
techniques.

Weber's

(1922/1947) modes of orientation of
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social action (i.e., rationalities for behavior)
clearly be seen in the
First is a denial

can

following.
of responsibility. This is

accomplished by saying things like,
or "The alcohol made me do it!"

"I couldn't help

it,"

Second is a denial of

injury, wherein, an offender's actions were not immoral
because no one was seriously hurt.
the victim.

Next is a denial of

Here, an individual's actions were justified

under the circumstances since the victim "had it coming."
Fourth is condemnation of the condemners.

This is done

by shifting blame to others, or by criticizing the
condemners and calling them hypocrites
arresting officers or the court).
when an offender states,
because I'm.

..."

(i.e., the

An example might be

"You are only arresting me

And lastly, an appeal to higher

loyalty, by attempting to mitigate one's actions as a
result of moral or religious beliefs, the gang, the peer
group, or an ethnic group.
In light of Weber's

(1922/1947)

thesis, Miller

(1958) suggests many of the same behavioral
characteristics.

He offers that the primary focal

concerns among youth with a lower-class subculture center
on trouble
toughness

(a commitment to law-violating behavior),
(machismo, fearless, brave), smartness

(cunning, ability to con others, streetwise), excitement
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(risk-taking, thrill-seeking), fate (relying on fortune
and luck), autonomy (being independent, not relying on
others, rejecting authority).
This next perspective was originally proposed in the
early 1960s.

Authors within this perspective interpret

deviance as part of a process involving societal reaction
to specific behaviors.

In a nutshell, this perspective

centers on the construction of self-identity and
subsequent behavior as a result of others' collective
opinions about, and actions towards, an individual.

This

process begins when a group of individuals get together,
establish their community,
unacceptable behavior,

identify acceptable and

legislate identified departures

from the norm (by codified ordinance or statute), and
define penalties for violators.

Labeling occurs when a

person violates society's laws and is henceforth labeled
as deviant, delinquent, criminal, et cetera.
Apprehension is not key to this labeling process,

since

the labeled individual may be at-large practicing his or
her aberrant behavior (i.e., an "outlaw").
Edwin M. Lemert

(1951/1967) contends that once

people are labeled deviant they tend to perceive
themselves as deviant, which subsequently leads to
continued deviance.

He expounds this idea and

establishes a distinction between two forms of behavior:
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primary deviance and secondary deviance.
deviance is a conflict in values.

Primary

Wherein, a behavior is

defined by society as deviant, but is interpreted by the
performer as acceptable.

Primary deviance is, therefore,

any occurrence of said behaviors until secondary deviance
is in place.
Internalization of society's label as an accurate
identifier of who he or she is as a member of society
constitutes acceptance and adoption of one's master
status and a self-fulfilling prophecy occurs.

In other

words, the label now publicly represents the perceptions
of said individual by both society and himself or
herself.

Attached to this label is a set of predefined

behaviors that society expects to see demonstrated by
said labeled individual--this is essentially a prophecy.
It fulfills itself through an individual's demonstrated
behavior in accordance with his or her perceived master
status.
John I. Kitsuse

(1962) expounds Lemert's

taxonomy of deviance adding tertiary deviance.

(1951/1967)
He

defines tertiary deviants as similar to Lemert's primary
deviants who have not yet accepted society's definition
for their behavior.

These individuals are not so passive

in ultimately accepting that definition, and they may
actively fight to change this stigmatization.

An example
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might be prostitutes lobbying against laws that they
perceive as Puritanical definitions established in days
gone by.
Austin T. Turk's

(1966, 1969) version of conflict

theory starts at a labeling concept; it is often referred
to as the elements of criminalization.

He states that a

person's acquisition of criminal status does not so much
depend upon his or her actions.

Rather,

it depends on

the legal authority's definition of criminal behavior as
applied to that person.

Criminalization,

therefore,

involves a conflict between authorities and subjects.
Turk believes that this authority-subject relationship
can be exerted over society in two forms of control:
physical force; and a more subtle approach, control of
legal images and living time (previously expounded in
this review by Quinney,

1974).

Underlying many of these perspectives is the concept
of respect, that is, respect for self and others.
Durkheim (1912/1965) proposes that one type of social
action centers on respect.

Obedience, on occasion, stems

from "the moral authority which we recognize" in some
individuals

(p. 237).

One's will is overcome by the

mental conceptualization of these individuals.
Commenting on respect, he states that it "is the emotion
which we experience when we feel this interior and wholly
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spiritual pressure operating upon us"
1912/1965, pp. 237-238).

(Durkheim,

Clearly, Durkheim refers to

Weberian charismatic authority figures.
Additionally, Durkheim (1912/1965, p. 240)
postulates that respect for an authority figure, or a
totem of authority,

followed by obedient behavior,

strengthens self-confidence and provides "the feeling of
increased energy."

He posits that respect functions as a

collective force within society, without which it cannot
survive.

Durkheim concludes that this force "penetrates

and organizes itself within us; it thus becomes an
integral part of our being"

(p. 240).

One may infer that

Durkheim's comments may be interpreted as suggesting that
this force of respect is reciprocal.

In that, human

society not only requires its presence for existence, but
also human individuals.
Summary
The review of theoretical perspectives concerning
ecological conditions suggests that a state of anomie
exists within historical periods of rapidly changing
social norms and advancing technology.

That is, that

society struggles to regulate itself but cannot keep up
with said changes.

Additionally, that United States

society may be generalized as a male-dominated capitalist
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economic system; one that perpetuates a class-bound
conflict between the ruling class and the ruled classes,
that is, between the "haves" and "have-nots" relative to
the American Dream, and between men and women.
This set of theories also proposes that a certain
segment of society will always be deviant,

and that this

segment is likely to be concentrated in zones of the city
characterized by social disorganization and composed
primarily of economically marginalized individuals
the have-nots).

Furthermore,

(i.e.,

that the ruling class

legislates into law as criminal those behaviors
associated with any attempt to achieve cultural measures
of success outside of acceptable means, which are
controlled by the ruling class.

However, alternative

opportunities to strive for the American Dream exist in
the form of criminal structures and g a n g s .
Reviewed theoretical perspectives centering on
social relationships propose that those in power (i.e.,
the "haves") presume a black-white formatted reality
relative to values and behaviors and impose this version
of reality upon society through codified laws.
in practice,

However,

reality is socially constructed and shades

of gray exist among the various smaller cultures that
make up a society.

These perspectives suggest that while

values related to cultural measures of success may appear
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to be standardized within American society, differential
values actually exist regarding means by which to attain
them.

Furthermore, that some of these differential

cultural values may be in direct conflict with each
ot h e r .
This set of perspectives proposes that all values
and their associated behavioral norms are culturally
transmitted.

This author posits that not all

transmissions are consciously intended or perceived.
Some are nested within lessons learned subliminally or
vicariously through interaction with or within a social
structure

(e.g., the criminal justice system, the family,

neighborhoods, and peers groups).

One may conclude from

these perspectives, that values more common to the lowerclass comprise acquisition of cultural measures of
success by any means while devaluating acceptable means,
and a general depreciation of human worth, especially the
worth of females and children.
In consideration of these perspectives, one may
logically infer that individuals will not only adopt the
values of those with whom they have identified or
socially bonded, but may also replicate those others'
behaviors.

This is relevant to any discussion concerning

gangs should one presume that alternative values and
behaviors may be promulgated or reinforced through media
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such as motion pictures,

television, music videos

(in

particular, gangsta rap), violent video games, or
billboard and magazine advertisements.
The third group of theoretical perspectives
addresses development of the social self.

One may infer

that there is more to it than simply "I think, therefore,
I am."

What one thinks and how one behaves is a result

of a reality that is socially constructed through
interaction with "others" within one's experiential
world.

Internalization of the language, gestures, and

organized sets of attitudes held by others not only
contributes to how one thinks about others and the world,
it also produces who one thinks he or she is.

This

communicative and interactive construction process
involves rewards and punishments that either encourage or
dissuade repetition of specific behaviors presented by
individuals.

These perspectives suggest that

psychological and sociological pushes and pulls exist
within this process of developing the self.

Thus,

creating individuals with varying extents of ability to
contain or control instinctual or hedonistic impulses or
urges, or to cope with feelings of frustration engendered
by status structures within society in an "acceptable"
m anner.
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Theoretical perspectives in the final portion of
this review focus on social action.

This set of

perspectives starts by suggesting that rules governing
behavior center on health issues and that the legitimate
authority for establishing these social rules changes in
a historical cycle; that is, passing from an individual,
to a group, to society, back to an individual and so
forth.

Any combination of four ideal-types of cognitive

rational serve as an impetus for social action:
instrumental, value, affectual, and traditional.
Behaviors that deviate from established rules of
acceptability are characterized by impulsiveness,
insensitivity toward others, risk-taking, and a general
inability to prepare or plan for the future.

Among

juvenile delinquents, especially gang members,

its

characteristics are further refined as comprising
hostility toward group outsiders, maliciousness,

temporal

pleasure seeking, versatility, non-utilitarianism, and
contemptuous toward middle-class values.

On occasion,

some social action is designed to alleviate discomfort
associated with a momentary irritation that presents
itself to an individual.
Whether ruling-class or middle-class values are
rejected or maintained by lower-class youth,

it is the

structural characteristics of society that engender
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strain and alternative or adaptive behaviors for
achieving goals within a context of small groups.

Within

this context, opportunities to achieve society's measures
of success exist in both legitimate and illegitimate
structures.

Although crime occurs as part of daily or

routine activities,

some authors posit that juveniles

drift in and out of this structural framework--thus,
delinquency is not a constant characteristic of one's
daily life.
One perspective within this set proposes that when
an unacceptable social action does occur and the
respective acting individual is apprehended by
authorities,
her behavior.

then said actor seeks to neutralize his or
The actor attempts this by shifting the

origin of the cognitive, rational impetus for social
action from his or her own mind to an object or person
external to the actor.

Thus, the individual presenting

the behavior in question attempts to shift responsibility
for the resultant action from himself or herself unto
another person or back unto society.
Individually, many of these perspectives assume that
middle-class values and goals are a standard for all
groups.

This is a biased presumption that does not

account for differences within various ethnic and racial
groups.

Additionally,

such a domain assumption does not
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pay attention to variation between values or goals held
by men and women.

Combining these issues creates a

diverse environment that may be too complex to simply
apply any one of these perspectives in a blanket fashion
across a city, much less a nation.

Such an effort would

be immense and long-term in order to overcome stigma
related to lower-class status, and to erase barriers to
legitimate opportunities created by the structure of
society itself.
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CHAPTER III
RESEARCH METHOD AND DESIGN
Method Selection
This is an inductive content analysis of the texts
within twentieth century works explaining gangs.
not conduct research only to amass data.

"We do

The purpose of

research is to discover answers to questions through the
application of systematic procedures"

(Berg, 2001, p. 6) .

The purpose of this study is to identify probable causal
factors for gang formation and gang-joining behavior that
could be addressed while developing community programs
and projects.

Georg Simmel

(1908/1965)

suggests that one

may study society using a systematic procedure.

He

posits that one can observe forms (typical patterns of
association)
content
event).

that are routinely present along with the

(the individual psychological underpinnings of an
Simmel

(1908/1965)

identifies these typical

patterns of association as "types"

(i.e., ideal-types),

which are the end product of abstraction.
A research method that could be used to derive
ideal-types from texts was needed; wherein,

certain words

or word strings could be treated as Simmel's forms.

87
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Content analysis designs treat forms of human social
action and communication as social artifacts.

Bruce L.

Berg posits that a content analysis design comprises ". .
. any technique for making inferences by systematically
and objectively identifying special characteristics of
messages"

(2001, p. 240).

examine the lyrics,

Although it can be used to

spoken word or visual representations

within various forms of media such as music videos,
movies, and television,

it lends itself especially useful

in analyzing written communications.
Conceptuali zat ion
Twentieth Century Texts
The "twentieth century" was defined as the period of
time from 1900 to 1999.

Prima facie,

it may appear to be

longitudinal with respect to time since it analyzed gangrelated explanations over the period of the twentieth
century.

However,

this study represents a cross-

sectional analysis of information available at one point
in time, that is, at the end of the twentieth century in
the year 2000

(Hagan, 2000; Maxfield & Babbie,

Neuman & Wiegand,

2001;

2000) .

All gang-related works included in the research
populations did not exceed a "2000" copyright date.
year 2000, rather than 1999, was selected since some
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literary works are occasionally published with the
following year's copyright date.

Texts submitted and

printed in 1999 may have carried a 2000 copyright.
A date of June 1st, 2001, was used as a cut-off date
for the search and acquisition of additional texts to be
included in the sample population.

This milestone was

established in order to move the study from a collection
mode to an analytical mode.
Study-specific Definition
Conducting a content analysis of twentieth century
gang-related texts engendered its own predicament right
from the start.

An obstacle to maneuver through was to

identify which publications or works were acceptable
candidates for the study.

In order to get an estimation

of the target population's size,

library and Internet

search engines were used to delimit only those works that
use the term or letter string "gang" somewhere in their
title or pages.

However, trials employing this technique

retrieved such works as children's books with titles
about "The Jasper Creek Gang"

(a made-up title), and

novels about pirates and gangplanks.

There were

thousands upon thousands of publications from which to
draw.

A considerable amount of time would have had to be

spent examining a large number of publications for
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acceptance as part of the research populations.

Somehow,

this had to be narrowed down into a manageable group for
analysis.
In The rules of sociological method, Emile Durkheim
(1895/1982, p. 74) suggests,

"The sociologist's first

step must therefore be to define the things he
treats,
her]

[or she]

so that we may know . . . exactly what his

subject matter is."

[or

A study-specific definition was

"needed precisely because a researcher or theorist cannot
take everyone
question"

[or everything]

(Ball & Curry,

to the phenomenon in

1997, p. 4).

However, a

definition for "gang" within parameters of the intended
study had to be constructed since no consensus for a
definition exists within academe or among government
agencies.
Professor George W. Knox (1994, p. 5) raises the
question:

"Does calling a group a gang make it a gang?"

He suggests that it depends on who is forming the
definition.

Knox (1994, p. 5) further suggests that

"[t]he difference is power."

Accepting his argument that

power is a definitive factor,

it was logical to surmise

that a sociological or political definition was most
likely used in publications rather than one constructed
by a community resident.

It was appropriate,

therefore,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

91
to sample some of the definitions in use by social
scientists and government agencies.
Social scientists are generally considered to be the
"experts" or "authorities" based on the extent of their
experience and research in specific areas, and the extent
of professional acceptance of their academic
publications.

Joseph R. Gusfield (1980, p. 1) states

that sociological perspectives are "systematic maps for
understanding."

He reifies the authority of social

scientists by asserting that sociological perspectives
"carry messages about the moral and ethical and political
attitudes that are wise, proper and effective in
responding to public issues"

(Gusfield,

1980, p. 1).

Four recurrent themes existed among a representative
sampling of gang definitions offered by social
scientists:

self-recognition as an identifiable group,

perception and labeling by the community as a group,
delinquent or criminal acts, and an actual or a
willingness to use violence and force to achieve goals
(Kirk.-Duggan, 1997; Klein, 1971; Miller,
1997; Sanders,

1975; Moore,

1994),

Gang definitions used by law enforcement agencies
were essentially similar, but much more specific:
group of individuals

a

(often specified as three or more

persons) who associate on a continuous basis; self-
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recognition as an identifiable group using a group name,
symbols,

structured style of dress, and hand signals;

claim a particular geographic territory, neighborhood or
turf; and through its membership engages in a course or
pattern of recurrent criminal activity directed towards
rival gangs and the general population
Police,

(Illinois State

1997; San Diego County Deputy Sheriffs'

Association,

1994; Virginia Commission on Youth, 1996).

Similarities and differences were found while
reviewing other definitions not cited here.
threads throughout definitions were youth,
association,
logos

Common
recurrent

territorial claims, criminal activity, and

(i.e., a group name and/or symbol).

term "youth" was common among definitions,

Although the
it varied from

8 to 24 years of age, or was presented undefined.

One

principle difference was the trend across time relative
to gang activities.

There were many definitions that did

not include deviance or criminal activity as part of a
definition for gangs.

However, definitions ranged from

general delinquency to the use of deadly violence and the
recurrent performance of criminal a c t s .
Another difference centered on the leadership and
organizational structure.

Sanders

(1994, p. 15) suggests

that the "best way to describe gang leadership appears to
be in terms of the following:

multiple--more than a
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single leader at any one time; informal--choice of leader
is not structured; situational--leadership role may only
be in certain situations; and functional--situated
leadership is based on a particular function."

Some

agencies posit that gangs have little or no leadership
hierarchy (e.g., San Diego County Deputy Sheriffs'
Association,

1994).

However, Knox

a more practical approach:

(1994, p. 24) suggests

"It is safer to assume that

natural variation exists in the level of organizational
sophistication of gangs."
Upon first consideration of what comprises gangrelated activities, one may opine that an answer could
easily be concluded.

However,

such was not the case.

their article, Johnson, Webster and Connors

In

(1995)

discuss the disparity they find concerning definitions of
gang-related crime.

They state that neither a single

source nor a common definition exists for use among
America's court, law enforcement, or correctional
systems.

They find that definitions "varied widely from

State to State and were established either by State
statutes or operationally by police departments,
prosecutors, and administrators of gang prevention and
intervention programs"

(Johnson, Webster & Connors,

1995) .
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A "laundry list" of gang-related activities could be
readily constructed by drawing from personal observation,
a host of social science authors, newspaper articles or
television presentations.

This list would probably

include everything from the beer drinking of minors while
playing games of dominoes,

to littering and graffiti,

the sale of controlled substances, and to murder.

to

One

may safely suggest that gang-related activities generally
fall under the title of "crime,-" representing offenses
from statutory, civil and criminal codes.
One issue in the problem of defining gang-related
activities was that of determining when to count a crime
as related to, or unrelated to, a gang.

Many suggest

that the gang or its leader must have prior knowledge of,
and give approval for, the commission of a criminal act.
In other words,

" [a] gang incident is an incident in

which there was gang motivation, not mere participation
by a gang member"

(Spergel, 1991, p. 23).

Webster and Connors

Johnson,

(1995) report that 44 percent of

large jurisdictions and only 27 percent of smaller
jurisdictions classify any crime committed by a gang
member as gang-related regardless of any benefit to the
gang.

Contrary to this definition,

they report that 44

percent of large jurisdiction and 59 percent of smaller
jurisdictions defined a gang crime as only those acts
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committed by a gang member for the gang's identifiable
benefit

(Johnson, Webster & Connors,

1995).

Thus, one is

faced with having to decide whether a crime must be
committed under the auspices of a gang or its leader, and
whether it was to their mutual benefit.
Returning to the definition posited by Knox

(1994),

he suggests that the entire milieu in which a gang arises
and persists must be taken into account.

Within this

context, he states that one may find poverty,
oppression,

racism,

low integration into "mainstream" society and

the work force, and a justice system that propagates
adult criminals from its youth.

Since gang membership is

often a lifetime commitment, any member moving about the
community, whether in the conduct of lawful or criminal
acts, is a representative of her or his gang.
Therefore,

according to Knox (1994), a gang member's

independent actions that do not directly benefit the gang
will indirectly benefit the gang in some manner.
puts it (1994, p. 7),

As Knox

"Crime involvement of a group must

not therefore be a sub rosa function about which few of
the members have knowledge if we are to consider the
group a gang."

"To be considered a gang, the criminal

involvement of members must be openly known and approved
of as such"

(Knox, 1994, p. 8).

This may be interpreted

simply as knowledge and approval in general of the
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propensity of a gang's members for criminal behavior
(i.e., before, during and after the fact); and not to
mean that specific prior knowledge and approval by a gang
or its leader is mandatory.
The term "criminal gang" appeared occasionally in
the literature.

Its use seemed to be that of

clarification; that is, to help differentiate between
non-criminal and criminal groups.

However, one may

respond to the question "What's a criminal gang?" with a
question--What is the difference between a gang and a
criminal gang?

If we are to use the definitions provided

by the majority of social scientists and government
agencies, then a gang could be any group demonstrating
violence on one occasion.

This seems to be more fitting

for a scenario of violence acted out during a mob riot, a
political protest, or a labor strike.

However, using the

more refined or restrictive definition established by
Knox (1994), then this query ("What is the difference
between a gang and a criminal gang?")

is rhetorical since

the use of "criminal" as an adjective with the noun
"gang" may be considered redundant.
The study-specific gang definition was further
refined in light of an intended use of purposive
sampling.

Sampling is considered purposive when a subset

is drawn from a larger population relative to the nature
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of a research aim (Maxfield & Babbie, 2001).

Any

analysis of explanations for gang formation can be valid
only when the research subjects are similarly situated.
A limited number of published research efforts exist that
center on biker gangs or clubs, hate groups, militia
organizations, and rural gangs.

Therefore, this study's

definition was purposively specified by the vast number
of works that presented explanations derived from urban
and suburban research, and which centered on "youth" or
"street" gangs as conventionally conceptualized.
The study-specific gang definition derived for use
in this study:

"any group of individuals,

regardless of

membership demographics or structures, which physically
exists within urban or suburban environments, and
recognizes itself as a group with or without a formal
name and symbols, and that participates in recurrent
delinquent or criminal activity."
Criteria of Selection
Bruce L. Berg (2001, p. 240) suggests that " . . .
objective analysis of messages conveyed in the data being
analyzed is accomplished by means of explicit rules
called criteria of selection.

. . ."

These are

constructed using units of analysis that comprise any of
the following:

words, themes, characters

(human actors),
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paragraphs,

items, concepts, or semantics

1952; Berg,

2001; Merton, 1968).

themes

(Berelson,

This study employed

(also known as clauses within English grammar),

which are defined in the literature as word strings with
a subject and predicate
example,

(verb and modifier).

For

"the car is red" stands as a theme where "the

car" is the subject and "is red" is the predicate.

Or,

"the rock fell quickly" stands as a theme with "the rock"
as the subject and "fell quickly" as the predicate.
The process of developing criteria of selection
normally begins by identifying abstract theoretical
concepts of interest and associated concrete variables.
Next, variables are operationalized in accordance with
the selected unit of analysis by identifying precise
patterns of subjects and predicates.

Berg suggests that

the "criteria of selection used in any given content
analysis must be sufficiently exhaustive to account for
each variation of message content.

. . ." (2001, pp. 240-

241) .
Open Coding
A form of content analysis known as "open coding"
affords the voices of texts to be heard while developing
criteria of selection.

Open coding involves employing a

filing system and developing themes as recovered.
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filing system is any physical means by which data, as
acquired,

is maintained,

indexed, or sorted according to

some scheme (Lofland & Lofland,

1984) .

Berg

(2001)

states that such a scheme need not be complex when
beginning a filing process.

He suggests that a filing

system may be constructed around "naturally occurring
classes of things, persons, and events, and important
characteristics of these items"

(Berg, 2001, p. 103).

In

other words, one develops a logical filing system based
on similarities and dissimilarities in the data.
As the filing process evolves, categories emerge for
various groups of data.

Some categories eventually

demonstrate sufficient abstract commonality that they can
be re-indexed under a major class.

An example is a study

wherein initial sorting produced categories of beer,
wine, and hard liquor, which were later grouped under a
major class of alcohol use
However,

(Glassner & Berg,

1980) .

employing such a filing system to develop

analysis can be tedious and time consuming.

It requires

constant attention to both where a piece of data is
filed, as well as to evolving categories and emerging
major classes.

It is important to note that these

categories and classes are considered tentative and
subject to modification or revision as a study progresses
(Berg, 2001; Strauss, 1987).
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Research Populations
Target Population
The target population for this study was all
twentieth century literature that offer causal
explanations related to "gangs"

(as specified in the

study-specific definition), which were not exclusively a
description or narration of gang-related statistics or
activities.

For all practical purposes,

this was and

remains an innumerable and abstract research population.
However, a target population was presumed to exist.
Survey Population
Michael G. Maxfield and Earl Babbie

(2001, p. 238)

suggest that purposive sampling is appropriate when one
desires "to study a small subset of a larger population
in which many members of the subset are easily identified
but the enumeration of all of them would be nearly
impossible."

A purposive sampling technique was

logically appropriate since identification of all
elements that could be included in this study's survey
population was unlikely.
An usable survey population (also referred to as the
sampling frame)

for this study could have been logically

constructed by selecting those gang-related works that
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appear most frequently within a citations index.

Using

this method, one may have inferred that frequent or
extensive citation of certain works indicated a greater
extent of acceptance within academe.

However, any work

from the early part of the 1900s has enjoyed a longer
period of time within which to become more widely known
or popular, and thus, greater opportunity to appear in
any citations index.

Thus, to suggest that certain works

be included over others based simply on a tally of
citations would have skewed sampling in favor of said
early works and marginalized recent works.

Such a

sampling frame would be privileging and essentialistic,
and would have silenced the voices of recent works-particularly,

those written by women and minorities.

The probabilistic nature of social science is
derived from analyses of groups or aggregates.

Some of

the works included in the sampling frame established
individuals as their units of analysis

(e.g., within

ethnographic or case study research designs).
conclusions were based upon aggregated data.

Yet, their
A trial

draw of a sampling frame from the target population
included narrative texts produced by self-acclaimed
former or present gang members.

These few works do not

reflect the study of an aggregate.

Rather, they project

an objective, agreement reality for all inner-city youth
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that is based on a subjective, experiential reality of
one individual.

Sampling is considered purposive when a

subset is drawn from a larger population based upon a
researcher's "judgement and needs"

(Hagan, 2000, p. 142).

Thus, exclusion from the sampling frame of those
explanations that were not based on aggregated data
maintains the probabilistic nature of this study and does
not conflict with guidelines for purposive sampling.
A decision was then made to expedite determination
of a sampling frame by searching for bibliographies that
contained works reflecting the study-specific gang
definition.

The National Youth Gang Center's

bibliography of gang-related publications was identified
as an excellent resource of appropriate works
2001).
website.

(NYGC,

There are approximately 3,510 works cited at this
This resource afforded a more efficient search

effort and served well as the study's sampling frame.
Sample Population
A cross-sectional, purposive, and nonrandom sampling
technique generated the sample population.

A sampling

technique is nonrandom when every element of a target
population does not have an equal probability of being
selected (Neuman & Wiegand, 2000).

Access to all

elements of the sampling frame was restricted by an
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inability to obtain actual copies of all possible
sampling frame elements within a reasonable period of
time.

This meant that each element did not have an equal

probability of being selected.

Therefore,

the sample

population was expanded by reviewing reference sections
of obtainable works for potential population elements
(i.e., using an "accidental" or "snowballing" technique
as it w e r e ) .
A nonrandom sample population was derived in the
following manner.

First, an available sample population

was identified by those works that could be acquired in
hardcopy, magnetic or electronic mediums.

Next, an

actual or final sample population was determined by
examining obtained texts for their concurrence with the
study-specific gang definition.
Berg's

This was consistent with

(2001) discussion of purposive sampling that

employs accidental identification and availability of
sample elements.
Data Collection and Processing
Recording Sheet
A data collection instrument was constructed to
record criteria of selection and recovered texts, as well
as citation and bibliography data.

It included a block

for assigning a one-up serialization for in-house
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tracking

(e.g., 1, 2, and so forth).

It also contained

blocks for recording the following information:

year of

publication, name(s) of author(s), short title,

criteria

of selection (recorded verbatim), and recovered textual
explanations

(also recorded verbatim and annotated with

the page number(s) where it was located).

By recording

the criteria of selection as found, one could refer back
to them as guides for further retrievals and to aid in
sorting the filing system.

An example of the data

collection instrument used in this study is provided in
Appendix A.
Filing System
A spreadsheet format using computer software served
as an excellent heuristic device to construct a filing
system (an example may be found in Appendix B ) .

All

cells in column one comprised either captions for classes
and their related conceptual queries, captions for
categories, or abbreviated entries of retrieved texts.
Cells in columns two and on, in row one only, were used
to record the source of retrieved texts.

After entering

the source information in a blank cell on row one, each
cell of column one was checked to determine whether any
entries had already been made that were lexically
similar.

If such an entry was found, then an "X" was
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placed in the appropriate cell respective to the source
column and row for that entry.

If no entry was found,

then a new entry was made in proximity to retrieved texts
that reflected related underlying abstract concepts and
an "X" was placed in the appropriate column/row cell.
Operationalization
Unit of Analysis
This study established the criteria of selection in
a straightforward manner by drawing from the title ("What
have they told us about gangs?") and the purpose of the
study (i.e., to identify probable causal factors).
Themes were conceptualized as the unit of analysis and
comprise clauses with a subject and predicate
modifier).

However,

(verb and

since this was an inductive study

and no presumptions were made regarding potential causal
factors

(i.e., the subject), this meant that subjects

could not be identified beforehand.
self-esteem

[subject]

joining a gang

As an example,

contributes greatly

[direct object]."

"low

[predicate]

Therefore,

to

it was

decided that the criteria of selection would be
constructed using the predicate and direct object.

This

would recover the subject.
An initial criteria of selection was identified
using verbs such as "causes," "contributes,"

"engenders,"
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"influences," or "creates."

These were associated with

direct objects like "gang formation,"

"joining a gang,"

"gang recruitment," "gang affiliation," or "gang
presence."

Any combination of these verbs and direct

objects was used to begin the data collection effort.
Since open coding was employed,

this afforded greater

freedom while retrieving text because the criteria of
selection could evolve as the study progressed.
meant that more text could be recovered.

This

It is better to

gather too much information and then to discard some,
rather than wondering whether enough was collected.
Classes and Categories
Initially,
two classes:
explanations.

the filing system was set up with only

structural explanations and processual
Retrieved texts were assessed for

appropriate placement based on this researcher's
knowledge of theoretical perspectives.

It soon became

apparent that categories within the two classes could be
constructed.

After some deliberation,

it was concluded

that employing the approach established by the study's
title (i.e., asking a question) would suffice as a
starting point for establishing categories.
Five sets of two interrogatives were formulated
using the concepts of the "me," "I," and "generalized
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other"

(Mead, 1934/1962).

queries were:
me?

1) Who am I?

2) Who are they?

Where do I live?
What do I know?
become?

Those categories and their
What do others think about

How do I relate to others?

3)

What material possessions do I own?
What skills do I possess?

4)

5) Who can I

What can I do with my life?

Distinctive patterns started to form within the
filing system as the collection and recording process
continued.

In some cases, retrieved thematic subjects

did not fit well with the current organizational scheme.
This suggested that a major overhaul was due.

Although

the existing categories were derived from sets of queries
constructed around Meadian concepts

(Mead,

1934/1962),

analysis suggested that thematic subjects placed within
them resembled Maslow's

(1954) hierarchy of needs.

Thus,

the organizational scheme was inside-out; the categories
needed to become the classes.
Therefore, Maslow's

(1954) hierarchy of needs was

tested as a means of re-establishing a scheme.
class reflected basic human needs,

The first

(food, sleep, and

protection from extreme hazards within the environment).
Next, the scheme drew upon safety and security needs
(certainty, order, and structure in one's life), as well
as love and belonging needs.

A third class was

established using esteem and status needs

(from self
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respect and respect from others).

Lastly,

the study

turned to Maslow's discussion of actualization
become all that one can become)

(i.e., to

for a final class.

Classes and categories continued to evolve as the
study progressed.

Although they are essentially part of

this study's findings, they will be presented and
discussed in this section.

In the final analysis,

the

filing system comprised four classes with eleven
categories.

These were used as a framework for

construction of the literature review in Chapter Two.
Major sections of the literature review were 1)
environmental conditions,

2) social relationships,

social self, and 4) social action.

These are associated

with the final classes of 1) human habitation,
association,

3) the

2) human

3) human valuation, and 4) social action.

Consistent with the title of this study, a question was
formulated for each class.
follows.

Those questions are as

1) What characterizes environmental conditions?

2) What characterizes social relationships?
characterizes the social self?
social action?

3) What

4) What characterizes

The final classes and categories that

emerged within this study reflected a blending of all
preceding schemes and incorporated new ideas.
The first two classes that evolved, human habitation
and human association, reflect the first scheme used to
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organize the filing system; that is, a focus on
structural and processual texts at the macro- and mesotheoretical levels of abstraction,

respectively.

The

third class to emerge, human valuation, developed into a
meso- and micro-theoretical scheme that resembled aspects
of Mead's

(1962) work.

The final class, human

manifestation, clearly rose from a micro-theoretical
blending of Maslow's (1954) hierarchy of needs and
Weber's

(1922/1947)

four typologies of social action.

Concepts and Typologies
Merton

(1968, p. 144) exhorts that the " . . .

choice

of concepts guiding the collection and analysis of data
is, of course, crucial to empirical inquiry."

Simply

put, the standard way of doing a content analysis is
deductive.

A researcher selects a theory--which

specifies concepts that are conceptualized into variables
and then operationalized into attributes--and then goes
in search of attributes to test the theory.

Data

processing within this study focused on what words were
used and how did they fit within evolving categories and
classes of the filing system.

To some extent, then, the

study was postmodernist in that it was not initially
concerned with what a text's specific intention or
meaning was for any retrieved theme (Best & Kellner,
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1991; Harvey, 1990) .

Prima facie, the study may seem to

lack the guiding concepts discussed by Merton (1968) .
On the contrary, this study was performed with
guiding concepts in place.

In the form of an analogy,

rather than sailing uncharted waters in the night with a
spotlight on the bow of one's ship (a deductive content
analysis), this study sailed across those same waters
towards a distant lighthouse
analysis).

(an inductive content

This study sought out possible attributes,

correlated them in a filing system into variables
according to their textual similarity, and then analyzed
them to determine what theoretical concepts they may
reflect.

The end products of this study are typologies

that reflect abstract sociological concepts found within
reviewed theoretical perspectives of Chapter Two.
Abstract concepts were identified by assessing two
aspects of data that Merton refers to as "explicit and
implicit

(symbolic) themes"

(1968, p. 569).

aspect, that of "sociological constructs"

The first

(Strauss,

1987,

p. 33), was revealed within a text's "manifest content
(those elements that are physically present and
countable)"

(Berg, 2001, p. 242).

Berg suggests that

these explicit themes are "comparable to the surface
structure present in the message"

(2001, p. 242).

"In

vivo codes" made up a second aspect of implicit themes,
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and were defined as the verbatim terms used by authors
within the texts

(Strauss, 1987, p. 33).

Berg

(2001, p.

242) posits that the latent content of text may be
discovered through "an interpretive reading of the
symbolism underlying the physical data."

He defines this

as "the deep structural meaning conveyed by the message"
(Berg, 2001, p. 242) .
One possible way of determining typologies,

that was

considered, was to examine explicit themes or manifest
content of retrieved t e x t .

This process would have

involved tallying the number of times a particular
theoretical concept was found listed within the filing
system.

However, such a practice was deemed

inappropriate since some abstract sociological constructs
may have received greater attention over time due to
shifting dominant paradigms.

"The function of conceptual

analysis in this instance is to maximize the likelihood
of the comparability,

in significant respects, of data

which are to be included in a research"
145).

(Merton,

1968, p.

Therefore, common sense suggested that it was more

appropriate to correlate retrieved thematic subjects
under categories based on lexical similarities.
For example, one text suggested "racial antagonism"
and another "racial oppression," while yet others posited
"racial hatred" or "racial hostility."

These were
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grouped together within the same category.

Another group

was established by a set of subjects associated with the
adjective "ethnic" attached to the nouns oppression,
antagonism, hatred or hostility.

These two groups were

then considered as representing the sociological concepts
of racially- or ethnically-based oppression or
suppression, and re-indexed under the same category and
cl a s s .
Thus, retrieved thematic subjects were sorted into
lexically similar groups, and upon re-indexing of the
filing system, placed with other lexically similar groups
under the same category.

This cluster of lexically

similar groups was then assessed and interpreted in light
of sociological theories to yield an abstract
sociological concept--in the case of the example given
above, the concept was "racism/ethnocentrism."

These

recovered sociological concepts became the sought-after
typologies.
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CHAPTER IV
FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS
Comments
This study was designed to locate explanations
relative to gangs within the texts of twentieth century
works, and to recover probable contributors to gang
formation and gang-joining behavior from said texts.

The

textual explanations sought by this study were made up of
sentences.

Rudimentary English syntax for sentences

comprises a subject, predicate, direct object and
indirect object.
As previously addressed, criteria of selection in a
standard content analysis design comprise a subject
(noun) and predicate

(verb and modifier, also know as an

adverb).

These are used to recover direct objects

(nouns).

Such a research design employs theoretical

preconceptions or hypotheses that certain subjects
independent variables)
object of interest

(i.e.,

are associated with the direct

(i.e., the dependent variable).

other words, a standard content analysis design is
deductive in nature and attempts to prove a general

113
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linear model in a forward manner
+ IVi->DV) .

(IVl+IV2+ . . .

If the direct object of interest is found

immediately following the predetermined subjects, then a
researcher may conclude that theoretical association
likely exists and that hypotheses were confirmed.
Relative to this topic of study,

if certain preconceived

subjects are found within sentences containing gang
formation and gang-joining behavior as direct objects,
then one may conclude that the theoretical cause-effect
model is confirmed by the texts.
However,

the author of this study did not start with

any preconceptions that certain independent variables are
or may be associated with the dependent variable.

This

study was not concerned with proving hypotheses or with
constructing a deterministic or probabilistic model for
some all-encompassing,
explanation.

integrated theoretical

Rather, the research design herein was

inductive in nature and employed a general linear model
in a reverse manner

(DV<— IVi+IV2+ . . . +IVJ .

This

study's research design explored and recovered
independent variables

(subjects)

that were lexically

collocated with a specific dependent variable (direct
object).

In other words, the dependent variable--in the

form of a direct object of interest--was identified first
(i.e., gang formation and gang-joining behavior), and
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then independent variables--in the form of subjects--were
extruded from within the texts.

Open coding and a filing

system were used to accomplish this study's content
analysis.
Analysis is an ongoing process in an inductive
content analysis.

"Analysis of the data once organized

according to certain content elements should involve
consideration of the literal words in the text being
analyzed,

including the manner in which these words have

been offered"

(Berg, 2001, p. 242).

A hermeneutic

approach suggests that one must refer to the whole to
understand the parts, and to the parts in order to
understand the whole

(i.e., the hermeneutic circle).

In

this study, subjects demonstrated textual relationships
with one another under categories.

Likewise, categories

suggested extents of theoretical correlation under
classes.

Thus, categories and classes were routinely

reexamined as retrieved thematic subjects spoke out,
calling for movement about the filing system.
In the end, the filing system comprised four classes
with eleven categories.
habitation:

They were:

Class 1) human

"the physical environment" and "the human

environment;" Class 2) human association:

"with society

and the community," "with peers and others," and "with
family and in the home,*" Class 3) human valuation:
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"assessment of self and others" and "aspirations and goal
achievement;" and Class 4) human manifestation:
"Weberian traditional-rationality," "Weberian affectualrationality," "Weberian value-rationality," and "Weberian
instrumental-rationality."
The next four sections of this chapter present this
study's findings in the following manner.

First, each

class begins with summaries of respective categories and
how they evolved within the filing system.
closes with "The Discussion."

Each section

Herein, extruded thematic

subjects found within the classes are logically arranged
and presented to afford the voices of the texts to be
heard.

This narration presents the probable contributors

to gang formation and gang-joining behavior as expressed
by the text within twentieth century works that provide
explanations relative to gangs.
Source texts or related works by other authors are
normally cited in parentheses following a presentation of
material.

In this chapter, several such presentations

would be followed by as few as one citation, or by as
many as twenty-nine citations.
readability.

This would greatly hinder

Therefore, this author elects to depart

from the standardized practice and to not provide
citations for each presented thematic subject, which in
many cases are this author's interpretations or
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paraphrases based on theoretical concepts drawn from the
literature review.

Readers are encouraged to utilize the

filing system spreadsheets

(Appendix E) and sorted lists

found in Appendices C (Filing System Citations Sorted on
Recording Sheet Number) and D (Filing System Citations
Sorted on Year of Original Publication).

By examining

the filing system spreadsheets and noting the recording
sheet numbers associated with a particular thematic
subject, a reader can cross-reference this with the
sorted lists to identify the respective bibliographic
entries for further, personal study.

One may also turn

to Appendix F (Recording Sheets 1-90) to view the
subjects and predicates that were recovered from the
textual explanations of the twentieth century.
Findings:

What They Said

Human Habitation
The Physical Environment.

The first category that

developed within the class of human habitation was "the
physical environment."

Conceptually, this included those

things that were structural and at a macro-theoretical
level of abstraction.
predicate)

Themes

(i.e., a subject and

selected for listing in the filing system

under this category presented subjects that were effects
within society.

In other words, they offered broad
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descriptions of the physical environment in which one
lived.
The Human Environment.

"The human environment"

emerged as the second category within this class.

This

category presented subjects that were the outcomes of
aforementioned effects within society.

Extruded themes

contained subjects that were perceived or experienced by
individuals.

Conceptually,

this included those things

that were structural and generally at a macro-theoretical
level of abstraction.

Although quite similar to the

previous category, an attempt was made to list here those
thematic subjects that focused on the human condition.
The Discussion.
population's texts,

Among twenty of the final sample
"economic dislocation,

marginalization, or deprivation" were found as thematic
subjects.

An absence of a sufficient number of

businesses or industries with unskilled labor force
requirements and within a reasonable proximity to the
"large numbers of children" and adults living in the
inner city leads to a "lack of legitimate opportunities"
required to survive and to "support raising a family."
The condition of human habitation was often summarized
within the sample's texts using the thematic subjects of
"social disorganization" or "neighborhood
disorganization."

The texts described this condition as
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one that presents an environment of "high unemployment
and low income," conditions of "intergenerational
poverty," and a "high rate of monetary (welfare)
assistance," especially among female gang members.
Some texts posited that gangs are formed within the
inner city as a response to "cultural change resulting
from macrohistorical trends and macrostructural
consequences."

This is similar to Durkheim's

(1893/1933)

conceptualization of anomie, wherein society loses its
ability to regulate itself due to rapid social change.
However, this thematic subject may not provide sufficient
insight in order for one's sociological imagination to
fully appreciate the daily reality of life experienced by
those residing in the inner city.

This author declares

that an accounting must also be made for the historical
decisions of certain political officials that engendered
said macrostructural changes in the physical and human
environments.
The texts clearly proposed that "institutional or
societal racism and ethnocentrism" and "political
corruption" are present in American society.

Why were

these housing areas built on the land that they were?
Whose pockets were padded?

When the intent was to

provide temporary shelter while an individual works and
saves money in order to move out and on, then why was
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their housing placed where jobs that they could perform
were unavailable in sufficient numbers?

If one does not

deny that racism, ethnocentrism, and political corruption
may have affected leaders' decisions,

then one may begin

to understand their decisions concerning where to build
subsidized housing and about where to house indigent and
minority populations.
This suggests a scenario of intentional acts of
"social disinvestment" in human capital.

Social

disinvestment in a community or a people would include
restricting,

redirecting or withholding appropriate

funding for proper health care and schools.

This was

generalized within the texts using such thematic subjects
as "poor health and inadequate health care," and "poor
quality of schools and education."

The texts expounded

this characterization of the human condition within the
inner city as comprising "conditions of social
deprivation,"

"negative forces of decay and erosion

within a community," and "sexual or gender-based
discrimination ."
Social disinvestment in education brings about the
next set of thematic subjects that were found:

"low

educational attainment" among all gang members,

and a

"low rate of literacy" among females.

Lacking a suitable

education and therefore unable to correctly read and
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properly fill-out a job application exacerbates one's
ability to obtain legitimate employment and accentuates
existing "class barriers within society."
Human Association
With Society and the Community.

The first category

that evolved within this class was "with society and the
community."

This included those themes that were

theoretically processual in nature.

The category came to

represent the first of three distinct circles of
influence, beginning with an outermost macro-theoretical
circle comprising relationships within and with society
and the community at-large.
With Peers and Others.

"With peers and others" came

to be the second category within this cla s s .
included conceptually processual themes.

This too

Here, however,

the circle of influence was narrowed to reflect only
those with whom a person physically comes in contact.
Selected themes discussed relationships that are
established among and between individuals within small
groups.
With Family and in the Home.
be discovered in this class,

The last category to

"with family and in the

home," also represented processual themes.

Herein, the

circle of influence was restricted and themes focused on
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personal experiences and interpersonal relationships with
actors that were either immediate or extended family
members.
The Discussion.

The environment discussed under

human habitation above creates a condition of "physical
and social isolation from outside influences."

Thus,

those living within this zone of a city will not
experience the full breadth of cultural and economic
opportunities that a society has to offer.

While living

in an environment described by the texts as "a gang
neighborhood," they are left to develop sociocultural
institutions and activities on their own through "street
socialization" and by "hanging out with gang members."
The sample's texts posited that human association in
groups plays an important role in gang formation and gang
joining.

First, the attributes of family's from which

gang members come are not conducive to human bonding or
its own cohesion.

The texts suggested that gang members'

families are characterized by "parental substance abuse,"
"inadequate adult supervision," and a "dysfunctional
family structure or parenting."

The texts reported a

"higher rate of female-headed households" and "broken
homes."
Thematic subjects found within the texts declared
that female gang members demonstrate a greater
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probability of having experienced traumatic events within
the family group.

Females were more likely than males to

have personally experienced "sexual and/or physical abuse
and/or assault."

The texts stated that there was a

greater likelihood that female gang members have been the
"witness of a murder or rape in the immediate family,"
and to come from "abusive families" where the "father
beats the mother."

According to the texts,

the structure

of families from which gang members come was often mildly
characterized as "poor family conditions."
This self-destructive group encourages its
gregarious human members to seek out other groups to
which they can belong.

One may extrapolate from the

texts that even though parents within these families may
be engaged in "conventional" community activities and
institutions,

"weak family ties" would likely result in a

"failure to form 'conventional' attachment bonds."
Following the example set by "intergenerational gang
membership," individuals turn to the gang for
"'sisterhood or brotherhood'" within a "surrogate
family."
Human Valuation
Assessment of Self.

This first category,

"assessment of self," emerged from an earlier filing
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system scheme based on interrogatives drawn from Meadian
concepts

(Mead, 1934/1962).

follow.

Who am I?

about me?

Examples of such queries

Who are they?

What do others think

Extruded themes presented individuals'

expressed self-assessments, as well as researchers'
evaluations of those whom they had interviewed.

Relative

to time, these themes were situated in the present and
past.

The texts, therefore, were comprised of

introspective and retrospective interpretations.
Aspirations and Goal Achievement.

The second

category to evolve under this class was "aspirations and
goal achievement."

Derived from the Meadian concept of

actualization of the self (Mead,

1934/1962),

these themes

reflected personal and researcher evaluations that
centered on the future.
with my life?

Who can I become?

What can I do

They may be conceptualized as having

reflected that age-old quest for the meaning of life.
Thus, they were extrapolative interpretations.
The Discussion.

The extruded thematic texts

suggested that a "societal lack of ritualistic induction
into adulthood" exists today.

In present-day U.S.

society, children experience an "unsmooth transition from
youth to adulthood."

At age 16, one is considered old

enough to independently assume the responsibilities of
operating a three thousand-pound vehicle at speeds up to
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seventy miles per hour.

At 18, one is politically savvy

and mature enough to vote, and then, to offer one's self
up in combat defending society's political beliefs.
However,

in many U.S. states, one is still not old enough

to handle responsibilities associated with drinking
alcohol or purchasing handgun ammunition until age 21.
This general lack of a formal, or at least somewhat
consistent,

scheme of "age-role integration" confuses

children and young adults.
During a time when they are trying to figure out who
they are, a "need or wish for identity" is met by
"conditions of alienation."

The texts suggested that

gang members feel a sense of "accentuated estrangement
from society" or "marginality within society."

They

develop a "sense of hopelessness" and "low self-esteem,"
which was reflected by the thematic subject of a "lack of
self-identity."
According to the sampled texts, this collective
environment produces individuals with "defective social
learning and coping skills," and "inadequate social role
training

[that] fosters a lack of humanistic feelings."

As a consequence, those individuals who become gang
members generally hold "extremist or pejorative
conceptualizations or perceptions of others and groups."
This is aggravated by their own "lack of self-confidence
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relative to abilities" and "social relationships."

Thus,

extruded textual subjects often related that males felt
"isolation from females during adolescence" prior to gang
membership.
The presence of a negative self-image and the
absence of some solid sense of self-identity leads to "a
bleak vision of life."

Thematic subjects suggested that

gang members perceive that there is "little to gain from
the 'status quo'" and "little hope for advancement."

It

is no wonder, then, that gang members were routinely
reported as holding a "lack of future importance placed
on, and participation in, present educational
opportunities."

The texts posited a "low rate of

employment aspirations after giving birth" among female
gang members.

Also, that gang members "anticipated

occupational failure" and "fear responsibility."

Yet, as

discussed earlier, a "gap [exists] between aspirations
and possibilities for achievement."

Therefore, these

"low aspirations for achievement" and "low employment
and/or career aspirations" may only reflect concessions
to lived reality and not an individual's actual dreams
and go a l s .
Pride was an important issue present among female
gang members.

Although the texts discussed here are

drawn from one study that focused on females' experiences
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within gangs, one may induce that these same subjects
were present within other texts.

One recovered thematic

subject proposed that female gang members demonstrate a
"high rate and high regard for personal hygiene and
appearance" and a "high rate of denying their own
poverty."

This may account for the finding of a "high

rate of turning down second-hand clothing" among females.
The text also posited that females take great "pride in
their autonomy from men," whose behaviors they often
justify "as part of their nature
infidelity,

(e.g., machismo,

immaturity & violence)."

Human Manifestation
Traditional-rationality.

The first category to

evolve under this class was "traditional-rationality."
This included themes reflecting social action related to
gang formation or gang-joining behavior that centered on
1) long-standing sociocultural traditions or 2) practices
that occurred over long periods of time.

Themes were

generally at a macro- or meso-theoretical level of
abstraction and based upon researchers' assessments of
the presence of probable structural and processual causal
factors.
Affectual-rationality.
action,

This category of social

"affectual-rationality," represented social
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action as a result of emotional responses to
psychological stressors in one's life.
developed primarily from gang members'

Themes were
self-expressions

that were recorded and reported by researchers; and in
some cases,

from researcher assessments of gang members.

These themes and their subjects generally remained within
a micro-theoretical level of abstraction.
Value-rationa1i t y .

The third category of "value-

rationality" centered on two aspects of social action:
1) the personally held body of information that
contributes to perceptions of one's self and others, and
2) the personally held body of information that
contributes to perceptions of right and wrong.

Selected

themes ranged from macro- to micro-theoretical
abstractions, and emerged principally from researcher
observations of gang members' behaviors.
Instrumental-rationality.

The last category to be

uncovered was "instrumental-rationality."

Predominantly,

these themes came from reported researcher
interpretations of the self-expressed needs, wants, and
desires of gang members.

A few themes were recovered

from researcher observations, particularly,
from research on females in gangs.

those derived

Although one may

infer from a reading of the texts that these same themes
may be extended to males in gangs, they were not recorded
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in the filing system as such since they were not
specifically found among the texts in the form of
subject-predicate-direct object.

The level of

theoretical abstraction for these final themes was
exclusively micro in character.
The Discussion.

The sample population texts

suggested that a possible source for gang formation and
gang-joining behavior may be found within a marriage of
agreement and experiential realities.

Agreement reality

comprises one's cultural traditions and authority
(Maxfield & Babbie, 2001, pp. 3-8) and was reflected in
the study's filing system by the categories of Weberian
traditional-rationality and value-rationality.

These

ways of knowing and thinking may engender the personal
perceptions and feelings found under the category of
Weberian affectual-rationality, which in turn, may
contribute to the ways of thinking and acting listed
under Weberian instrumental-rationality.
Cultural traditions are a strong source of
information that governs one's life, particularly
regarding what its people should desire to possess, what
they should highly value, and how they should comport
themselves.

Individuals who were part of the sample

populations of original studies or the target populations
of theoretical works, which became the texts examined
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herein, were born in an inner-city environment.

This

environment was previously described by the texts as gang
neighborhoods and intergenerational gang membership.
Within this context, cultural traditions are passed on
through an experiential reality of street socialization
and the “habitual association of members over a long
period of time."

Not only do these individuals come to

share a common cultural tradition, they also develop a
“sense of common destiny."
The texts posited a generalized development of
“lower-class values

[that] conflict with middle-class

standards and expectations" within this milieu.

An

expressed “need or wish for money," when combined with
the "pressure from the need to deal with a money-based
economy" under conditions denying legitimate employment
opportunities,

engenders "social norms that are

influenced by informal and illicit economies" and
"criminal code internalization."
The texts proposed that a "sociocultural institution
of war pervades society and engenders the madness of gang
violence."

An examination of the political rhetoric used

by U.S. government programs supports this postulate with
such phraseologies as “the war on poverty", "the war on
crime," and "the war on drugs"--all of which include
actions taken against its own citizens.

A few examples
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of how deeply this message has been incorporate within
society may be found in the everyday-speak or idioms used
by college students.
"bomb" a test.

They no longer fail a test,

When a professor gives a pop-quiz,

they
then

students say that he or she "dropped a bomb" on them.
New and difficult situations are no longer rude
awakenings or unpleasant surprises that overwhelm
students, they are now "a slap in the face" that "blows
them away."

Such images of violence can be identified

among many more of the common expressions used today in
U.S. society.
Privately and publicly owned industries also have a
part in spreading this bellicose mentality.

Given a

"lack of role models" within their environment, children
look elsewhere.

Two texts argued that "films, music

(especially, Gangsta Rap) and television contribute to
'hero' role models."

Heroes whose use of violence is

both condoned and encouraged to resolve conflicts, while
employment of similar extents of violence by non-heroes
is chastised and punished.

This duality further

confounds one's understanding of acceptable and
unacceptable behavior.
For males, one may infer from the thematic subjects
that the "subcultural values of machismo, honor, and
respect" are transmitted within these hero role models.
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Through gang membership, a young male may find the means
by which to demonstrate his machismo and to "prove
masculinity."

Honor is established and maintained

through gang-related activities that fulfill a "need or
wish for power," and which afford opportunities to exact
"revenge" upon enemies for wrongs done to family and
fellow gang members.

Respect is such an important issue

among gang members that getting "dissed" by someone
{i.e., having been shown disrespect)

translates to a

challenge of one's honor, and hence, leads to displays of
machismo to reestablish or reaffirm one's honor.

Thus, a

young male seeks out the nearest group that can help
ensure his honor and respect--that group is the gang.
The texts suggested a presumed potential to fulfill
one's needs and wishes through gang membership and by
means of the gang.

Prima facie, expressed "pressures

from the need to deal with a lack of privacy" seemed to
contradict with the thematic subject of "pressures from
the need to deal with loneliness."

However,

this was

resolved within the texts by an expressed feeling of
"pressure from the need to deal with strangers."
Expanding this idea, the texts reported that gang members
demonstrate "paranoia" to varying extents.

One may infer

that the gang addresses dichotomous aspects of violence
drawn from this cognitive state.

It can satisfy one's
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"need or wish for safety,

security and protection" from

the violence of assumed enemies and rival gangs; while on
the opposite side of the coin, it can serve "as a vehicle
to act out rage against a world perceived as hostile and
unfair."
The texts continued this discussion of needs and
wishes.

Possible contributing factors for gang-joining

behavior found among the extruded thematic subjects were,
"status and acceptance,"

"recognition and identity," and

"excitement and/or new experiences.

Specific to males,

was an expressed "need or wish for physical and emotional
gratification" via increased "access to females" as a
result of gang membership.
Generally speaking,

the texts reported that

individuals join gangs in order "to acquire scarce
resources within the community."

Yet, relative to female

gang members, the texts suggested a "high rate of an
inability to plan,
gratification."

save money, or to defer

This was demonstrated by a "high rate of

immediately spending unexpected income," which seemed to
support the generalized assessment of "low impulse
control" and a "low internal locus of control" among both
male and female gang members.

This was aggravated by a

finding of a "high rate of refusal to accept a menial

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

134
labor job" among females.
perpetuates poverty,

Such a work ethic not only

it also ensures it.

It seemed that the issue of status centered on
attainment of certain identities while avoiding,
discarding or denying respective role behaviors.

The

texts posited a high regard for motherhood among both
male and female gang members.

Although their

relationships with males were characterized as short
term,

"sexual promiscuity [was] frowned upon" by females

and they routinely demonstrated a "high rate of serial
monogamy."

Females also exhibited a "high rate to accept

abortion after
[it] during

[the] first or second child, but condemned

[the] first pregnancy."

One may infer, here,

that giving birth to a child was not as important as
becoming "a mother," since the label was acquired upon an
initial birth rather than subsequent o n e s .
"Traditional role expectations based on sex and
gender" were apparent within the extruded thematic
subjects.

The texts posited that respective role

behaviors are transmitted within cultural traditions,
through experiential reality, and within society as a
whole.

One potential source for females was suggested by

the finding of a "high rate of watching soaps and game
shows."

Clearly, such television programming conveys

messages about what to sexually desire and to materially
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possess, and about appropriate behaviors relative to
measures of success and status.

Within this context,

females demonstrated a "high rate of using neutralization
techniques to justify victimless and property crimes
(i.e., necessity and denial of responsibility)."

One may

induce from the thematic subjects, then, that acquisition
of a traditional label itself was more important than
actual fulfillment of the role and respective behaviors
that accompanied it.
Conclusions:

What They Told Us

Developing Typologies
Four dominant issues exist among the classes and
categories recovered from the sample population's texts.
When linked together, they tell the following story.
Life in the inner city is characterized by physical
exclusion from participation in the capitalist system and
social preclusion from attaining the American dream.
Among some individuals, this scenario fosters an
underdeveloped and depreciated sense of self and "the big
picture" relative to the past and present.

It further

produces a beleaguered and alienated self relative to the
future,

that is, it restricts the ability of some to

envision and to become all that he or she could
actualize.
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An interactive interpretation of the classes of
human habitation and human association suggests that a
physical environment has been socially constructed that
floods the minds of today's youth with confusing
messages.

Through TV commercials, billboards,

newspapers, magazines,
other media,

lyrics on CDs, music videos, and

they are taught to possess tangible consumer

goods from which they may draw happiness and evidence
their success in life.

However, a gap between

aspirations and real possibilities for achievement within
the "American Dream" exists.

Sufficient financial

capital to purchase these desired consumer goods cannot
be generated within the inner-city zones where these
youth live; areas that are characterized by conditions of
intergenerational poverty marked by high unemployment,
and low income due to a lack of legitimate job
opportunities.

Thus, the environment--that is, society--

tells them to get, possess, and own, while at the same
time it does not provide socially acceptable means by
which to do so.
The thematic subjects within the human habitation
and human association classes clearly speak of a focus on
the present with little concern for the future.
Individuals assume that gang membership will fulfill
perceived immediate economic,

sociological and
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psychological n e e d s .

Struggling for scarce resources

within a socially disorganized inner-city community or
neighborhood,

some individuals presume that ease of

profit by means of criminal enterprise through membership
in a gang will allow them to possess commodities that
stand as measures of societal success--and thus, provide
them with happiness.

This ends up being a quasi- or

pseudo-fulfillment at best, that is, said needs are only
partially or marginally fulfilled when assessed for their
long-term effects beyond the here-and-now.
Generally speaking,

individuals within gangs

publicly espouse that they have found happiness, a sense
of "self" and "love" by their membership.

However,

from

interviews with male and female gang members in
Minnesota,

researchers Kate Cavett and John Harrington

(1999) suggest that gang members expressed a real and
yet-present want.

One may attribute this to the adage

that wealth and material possessions can never provide
true happiness,

rather, that it is found within social

relationships.

According to the thematic subjects,

individuals who join gangs do not find this happiness at
home.

The texts suggest a home life of alcohol or

heroine-using parents, physically abusive families, and
murder or rape within their immediate family.

Combining

these conditions with the aforementioned gap between
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aspirations and real possibilities for achievement,

it is

no wonder that individuals raised within such an
environment--particularly females--develop weak family
ties and turn to gangs for "sisterhood" and
"brotherhood," for protection,

for power, and as a means

for revenge.
Racism has not declined or disappeared,

rather,

it

has become more subtle and difficult to detect; it has
become institutionalized and aversive
Klepper, Nagin & Tierney,

(hooks, 1995;

1983; Zatz, 1987).

Even if one

presumes that underlying racist or ethnocentric agendas
do not contribute to political decisions, then one still
cannot explain away the socially disinvested and
disorganized neighborhoods produced by those decisions.
Whether the scenario present in the inner city was
intentional or not is irrelevant.

What is relevant is

that ethnic or racial antagonism, exploitation or
oppression--within their own groups, with other nearby
groups, and with outside groups--is perceived and
experienced as real by many who live in the inner city.
Furthermore, that which perhaps most greatly evidences
hidden or secreted agendas,

is that little or no action

has been or is being taken to alleviate these said
conditions or to help those who live there to get out of
th e r e .
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This whole scenario engenders the existence of
individuals who have acquired a bleak vision of life, a
sense of hopelessness, and confused ideas of their social
roles.

Traditional stereotypes relative to male and

female behavior suggest a nature and nurture narration.
Herein,

"the man" protects his family from outside evils

and defends both his and the family's honor.

"The

father" provides for physical needs by going out and
bringing back dollars that can be converted into food,
shelter and clothing by "the woman of the house."

"The

mother" governs the socialization of her children and
adorns the home with the comforts of life.

However, one

must consider this narration in light of behaviors
discussed by thematic subjects.

Wherein, males become

fathers and fight for honor, but do not provide for the
physical needs of their families; and females become
mothers, but do not provide consistent nurturing for the
children.

One may conclude that individuals perceive

that by becoming a gang member they will find that which
they have lost, that is, their sense of self-identity,
self-confidence relative to personal abilities and social
relationships, and their self-esteem.
These are people who have lost themselves to the
significant symbols and labels provided by society.
One's integrity and word becomes less important than how
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much money is in one's wallet or the material "stuff" in
one's grasp.

Being known as tough and cunning is more

important than being known as compassionate and wise.
Acquisition of the label "father" is more important than
living out the role of being a male role model.

It

becomes more important to have a child and to be called a
"mother," subsequently, to leave the child in someone
else's care in order to hangout with the gang.

Rather

than measuring success in life by that which one can
create, perform, or be, one measures success by that
which he or she can acquire, possess, or control.
Answering Research Questions
This study posed four research questions.
Generating answers required a lot of work during the data
collection and processing phases.

Hundreds of hours were

spent gathering and reading the eighty-five texts,
transferring information to the recording sheets,
entering data into the filing system, reorganizing it as
it evolved, and composing the fourth chapter.
this labor,

After all

it only takes one a few minutes to discern

the answers to these research questions.
This chapter's findings suggest an answer to the
first research question:

(1) What theoretical concepts,

specifically sociological, can be employed to interpret
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the texts and to develop categories and classes?
of the findings reveals that most,

A scan

if not all, of the

sociological concepts discussed in the literature review
of Chapter Two were addressed by twentieth century texts.
Thus, this study's first hypothesis was borne out
that all available theoretical concepts,

(i.e.,

specifically

sociological, can be employed for greater thickness of
description and interpretation).
An analysis of the filing system spreadsheets in
Appendix E discloses an answer to the second research
question:

(2) Are explanations related to gang formation

and gang-joining behavior so individually unique that
their textual themes cannot be consolidated into
categories under classes?

Although some texts may

present thematic subjects that are unique in their
wording, analysis finds that said subjects are not
conceptually unique.

This is evidenced by an ability to

co-locate textually unique subjects with others that are
lexically or conceptually similar.

While reading down

the left-hand column of classes and their categories, one
finds both lexical and theoretically conceptual
relationships among retrieved thematic subjects.
single text stands alone or monopolizes a class or
category, and therefore, a sociological concept.
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Additionally,

standing back a short distance and

viewing the shaded boxes within the filing system
spreadsheets of Appendix E (i.e., seeing the forest
rather than focusing on the trees), one may observe that
the same themes and sociological concepts are repeated
across the sample population of twentieth century texts.
Thus, this study proved the hypothesis that although
explanations related to gang formation and gang-joining
behavior are unique to differential extents,

their

textual themes are not individually unique and can be
consolidated into categories under classes.

Furthermore,

this study also suggests that the texts, while employing
different words at times, discussed the same issues
concerning gangs across the twentieth century.
Although no hypothesis was offered earlier in this
study, a review of the table of contents provides a quick
answer to the third research question:
categories and classes were formed?
respective categories:

(3) What

Classes with their

1) human habitation, the physical

environment and the human environment; 2) human
association, with society and the community, with peers
and others, and with family and in the home; 3) human
valuation, assessment of self and others, and aspirations
and goal achievement; and 4) human manifestation,
Weberian traditional-rationality, Weberian affectual-
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rationality, Weberian value-rationality,
instrumental-rationality.

and Weberian

Thus, the filing system

comprised four classes with eleven categories.
Using theoretical concepts presented in the
literature review to interpret the study's findings
produces an answer for the fourth research question:

(4)

What typologies were derived from the categories and
classes?

Typologies may be drawn from said

interpretation, which was presented in the section
"Developing typologies"
physical exclusion,

(this study, pp. 127-132) :

social preclusion,

depreciation, and "being" alienation.

"self"
No hypothesis

could be formed for this research question since this
study's content analysis was inductive
guides interpretation)

(wherein, theory

rather than deductive

(wherein,

theory directs analysis).
Summary
This study finds four overarching typologies among
the twentieth century textual explanations related to
gangs:

1) physical exclusion, 2) social preclusion,

"self" depreciation, and 4) "being" alienation.

3)

The

first three typologies can be conceptualized as basal in
nature.

Logically linked, they work together to create a

fourth or principal typology.

The scenario fostered by
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physical exclusion and social preclusion leads to
depreciated concepts of one's own worth and meaning for
life.

Things and labels become more important than do

people.

Rather than becoming all that one could become,

an individual becomes that which he or she perceives that
society is telling him or her to become.

Thus, this

fourth typology of "being" alienation stands as the
primary effect and underlying reason for gang formation
and gang-joining behavior.
This interpretation of the study's findings reflects
aspects of both Mead's

(1934/1962) discussion of self-

actualization and Marx's

(Bottomore,

alienation of the "species-being."

1956)

comments on

Herein, an individual

does not actualize a true internal self, rather, he or
she becomes a self that is defined by externally and
socially constructed labels and commodities.

Rather than

being known as a compassionate father, caring mother, or
talented artist,

inner-city gang members are known as the

owner of a certain expensive car, as "Lord,"
"Enforcer," or as a "Player."

"King,"

Thus, the master status of

those individuals who join gangs centers on others'
judgments of possessed commodities and titles of power or
control.
This author,

therefore, concludes that twentieth

century texts narrate a story of individuals who seek
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what they believe to be their true "selves" or "beings"
through gang formation and gang-joining behavior.

The

dramatic irony of this story is the tragic incongruence
between the real human self and the self taught by
society within an inner-city environment that hinders the
search and actualization of either "self."
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CHAPTER V
RECOMMENDATIONS AND IMPLICATIONS
This study found four overarching typologies among
the twentieth century textual explanations related to
gangs:

1) physical exclusion,

2) social preclusion,

"self" depreciation, and 4) "being" alienation.

3)

These

are negatively worded sociological conceptualizations.
In this chapter, the author turns them into positive
ideas for possible consideration while addressing gang
formation and gang-joining behavior:

respectively,

1)

physical inclusion, 2) social inclusion, 3) "self"
appreciation,

and 4) "being" realization.
Causes and Not Symptoms

Physical Inclusion
The majority of past and current programs or
projects tend to address symptoms of this study's
typologies rather than underlying causes.

Rather than

addressing the allergen or pathogen that is the cause,
they apply a topical ointment to the rash.

Monetary and

medical assistance from state social welfare services,
community food shelves, religious group soup kitchens,

146
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organizational or volunteer group used clothing handouts
or Christmas gift giveaways, and subsidized public
housing projects address are but a few examples.
However, all are programs or projects that center on
symptoms.

Consistent or repeated episodes of

unemployment cause low annual income that engenders the
symptom of poverty, which is characterized by inadequate
nutrition, health care, clothing and shelter.

Addressing

this causal factor means finding a way to reduce physical
exclusion from participation in the capitalist system.
The first issue that needs to be addressed in the
inner city is the insufficient number of unskilled and
medium-skilled jobs within a reasonable proximity to
those who comprise the potential workforce.

Using

Chicago as an example, how could the leaders who made the
decisions to build numerous housing areas for indigent
populations within the heart of the city not know that
they were creating an environment ripe for gang
formation?

They were warned in 1925 by Chicago

researcher Ernest W. Burgess,

in 1929 by Clifford R.

Shaw, and again in 1942 by Shaw with Henry D. McKay, and
again in 1952 by Park.

As a theoretical generalization,

leaders' decisions denied residents to actualize a true
Meadian "self" or Marxian "species-being."

Coming to a

conclusion that those areas within the city were the best
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places to build without consideration for employment
opportunities was disparaging to human dignity.
Addressing this probable causal factor is
financially expensive and spatially restricted.

Although

Chicago authorities originally placed thousands of people
into several four to six square-block, high-rise housing
areas, they began a new housing scheme in the 1990s that
reflected this study's proposed solution.

That is, they

are now spreading out indigent populations across the
city into smaller areas of newly constructed,
family tenements.

individual

The test of time will be whether they

place some of these new areas near businesses and
industries where there is a demand for unskilled and
medium-skilled labor.

This may also require the building

of new schools or expansion of existing ones.

Such a

plan is clearly limited by the availability of a funding
base and by construction space near said jobs within a
city.
Social Inclusion
The probable causal factors of the study's typology
of social preclusion must also be addressed.

This means

that U.S. society should try to find a way to include as
many people as possible in its economic and cultural
activities or at least extend reasonable opportunities
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for inclusion.

Addressing physical exclusion is the

first step toward increased inclusion in economic
activities.
events

However, the cost of attendance at cultural

(e.g., professional sporting events; orchestra,

band and musician concerts; theatrical plays, musicals
and operas; major amusement parks; and some museum and
art exhibits)
middle-class.

is often prohibitive even for the working
The author's personal experience has

discovered that reality.

A balcony seat ticket to the

musical performance of "The Fiddler on the Roof" at a
Minneapolis theater was $75.

During a recent trip to a

popular California amusement site, a one-night stay at
the hotel was $142 and admission was $43 for a one-day
pass into either of the two local parks.

So, how does

society increase cultural inclusion given these high
costs?
Two possible answers may be offered.

The simplest

response is to reduce the overall cost of all admission
tickets.

However, this runs contrary to the capitalist

concept of profit and challenges the socially constructed
avarice that has been internalized in some people's
hearts and minds.

Other options are for a cultural

activity itself to voluntarily reduce admission prices or
for a government agency to subsidize admission tickets
for all lower-waged individuals.

Yet, this too would
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either cut into capital profits or tax-based funds.
must,

One

therefore, analyze and discern what contributed to

this author's inclusion in these social activities?

That

answer is increased inclusion in economic activities.
Two key factors played a role in increasing the
author's participation in economic activities--higher
education and consistent employment.

Simply addressing

the typology of physical exclusion results in unskilled
or medium-skilled employment, and consequently,

lower

wages that cannot support full or at least sustained
partial participation.

Attendance at a short-term

vocational training program or two-year college is a
start towards increased participation in economic
activities providing an individual with the required
knowledge for skilled labor jobs.

An even greater

enhancement of economic inclusion results from attendance
at a four-year college or university and the acquisition
of entry-level professional skills.

Perhaps more

importantly, though, the environment on a college or
university campus presents an individual with immediate
opportunities for sociocultural participation and expands
personal knowledge of one's own and others' cultures.

A

four-year degree also moves a person from generally less
stable, tentative jobs to more stable, permanent
employment.

Therefore, all of these educational
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activities eventually affect annual income and allow for
greater cultural and economic inclusion.
But, how does one increase participation in higher
education?

At the systems level, states will need to

have funding available for people to attend higher
education institutions.

One model might reflect that

which is used in many European countries.

According to a

doctoral student in Hamburg, Germany, a citizen attends
the college of his or her choice for free.

He wrote in

his e-mail that the "cost for education is zero" except
that each semester a student is responsible for
"approximately $500 in fees plus living-costs, books, et
cetera"

(F. Robertz, personal communication, March 16,

2002) .

This is also true for masters and doctoral

studies.

However, this model would necessitate higher

taxes--and most Americans would not stand for that.
Another model that could be employed in states with
lotteries, would be to reserve ten percent of the
proceeds from lottery ticket sales and apply that toward
state education budg ets.

This would support higher

levels of state subsidization of educational institutions
or more student grants; and as such, greater opportunity
for social and economic inclusion.
Additionally,

federal and state governments need to

expanded the availability of student loans, particularly
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for potential non-traditional students from the inner
city.

One may consider the following generalized

scenario.

An individual is working full-time and leaves

that job to attend college.

This person wants to do well

academically during the first year of school.

So, the

student can only attended college part-time, because he
or she has to work part-time to make ends meet.

During

subsequent years, he or she must continue to work parttime.

This is due to financial aid policies that reduce

the amount that one may borrow in student loans.

These

policies consider the previous year's income as evidence
of how an individual can contribute to paying for current
educational expenses--even though, all or most of it went
to rent, food, or supporting a family.

This speaks to

the needs of single parents and older individuals who may
truly desire to leave the inner city and attend college.
The policies have to be changed; they impede the
educational process,

restrict present-day inclusion, and

delay future inclusion.
The preceding recommendations demonstrated a nexus
between education and employment that leads to greater
economic and cultural inclusion in the future.

However,

they clearly centered on social inclusion after high
school and were concerned with those individuals who are
generally older than age 18.

The thematic subjects
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reviewed in this study's findings suggest that action
must also be taken at an earlier point in a person's
life.

Additional steps could be taken at the systems

level to address issues related to children
between birth and puberty)

and adolescents

between puberty and physical maturity).

(i.e., those
(i.e., those

The twentieth

century texts studied here suggested that most
individuals join gangs during adolescence and that they
mature out

(i.e., age and leave gang life).

If gang-

joining behavior during adolescence can be prevented,
then the overall number of gang members should decline
over time.

Therefore, this study's recommendations also

need to address childhood and adolescence.

These next

formulations should also relate to the previously
discussed social inclusion issues of education and
employment.
The best location to address an incorporation of
education, employment, childhood, and adolescence is the
public school.

In elementary school, children could hear

more on the role that education can play in shaping one's
life.

Teachers and guidance counselors should not wait

until ninth grade to begin discussing college issues with
students.

Guest speakers could be brought in to tell a

brief autobiography and to relate the influence of
education on their successes in life.

Another option
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might be to take field trips that are more enlightening.
When this author was in elementary school, he went to the
State Capitol and Mayo Clinic.

The historical aspects

and sights presented by tour guides were quite
interesting.

However, a greater understanding of the

importance of education would have been achieved had he
been given the opportunity to speak with a senator or
doctor and to ask questions.

These field trips and guest

speakers could continue in secondary school

(i.e., junior

and senior high school).
Secondary schools could also provide a series of
short courses

(e.g., one hour per week) beginning in the

ninth g r a d e .

These classes could cover how to choose a

possible career and appropriate college, how to fill out
college admissions forms and financial aid applications,
how to complete a job application and write a r€sum6, and
how to do well during an interview.

Many of these

recommended course topics could be incorporated into
existing classes like social studies, English
composition, mathematics or accounting,
speech or drama.

typing, and

One should not expect high school

students to find time for these courses after school,
since that would cut into any economic or cultural
activities in which they may be involved.

To the

greatest extent possible, these courses could also be
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offered to anyone through community adult education
programs.

Guest speakers and volunteer course

instructors could be identified and arranged through
local organizations like the Lions, Kiwanis, Rotary or
Optimists Clubs.
"Self" Appreciation
To posit that gangs serve no purpose is valid only
from an argumentative position of an individual who is
not living within an inner-city environment.
membership comes at a high cost:

Gang

a potential for loss of

life or loss of liberty through incarceration, paralysis,
or death.

Can it be said that gang membership serves no

purpose because of these likely costs to its
participants?

Does it come down to an assessment of a

perceived benefit or harm to a society?

Maybe, but

perhaps not when compared with voluntary membership in
the military's Armed Forces, which most U.S. citizens
currently perceive as honorable during this "war of
terrorism."

Any benefits that may arise from gang

membership, military service, or combined-arms warfare
must therefore be interpreted from the perspective of its
participants.

In other words, unless one is wearing

those shoes or boots, then it's difficult to say how well
they fit while walking in them.
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Individuals turn to gangs because they surmise that
the "acceptable" groups within their neighborhoods cannot
fulfill perceived needs to the same or a greater extent
than can a local gang.

An individual's perceived need

for better "self" conceptions or spirituality may be met
by membership in a local church or youth group.

Yet, how

can the same individual's perceived needs for material
possessions be met by the same "approved" social groups?
They cannot since they likely lack sufficient funding.
One may conclude, absent any context of moral judgment,
that gangs do serve a "needs fulfillment" purpose from
the perspective of potential and actual gang members.
This author believes that an initial step toward
appreciating one's own "self" is to internalize the value
and importance of one's own life and that of others.
Over time, children who experience a hostile adult world
begin to show hostility toward adults and the world in
general
Hyman,

(Fontana & Moolman,
1997).

1991; Hyland & Davis,

1999;

A child's self-esteem is often reflected

through antisocial behavior and antisocial peer
connections

(Fontana & Moolman,

the key factors in Sutherland's

1991) .

Echoing one of

(1939) discussion of the

influential power of communication,

Paul Pearsall

(1990,

p. 87) suggests that "self-perceptions are established
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through evaluations offered by people important to the .
child."

By experiencing love and respect, children

internalize self-worth and imitate such behavior (Hyland
& Davis,

1999) .

Children who sense unconditional

positive regard from parents develop positive self-esteem
and are generally strong in problem-solving and coping
skills

(Hyman, 1997).

Therefore, the learning process could begin early in
life and could be reinforced by all adults with whom an
individual has contact

(i.e., parents,

school teachers,

and agents of the criminal justice system).
several issues.

This implies

First, parenting skills could be taught

in school during health classes, offered free-of-charge
and voluntarily to community residents, and possibly
court ordered for parents of adjudicated juveniles.
Next,

teachers could address this daily during

interaction with students.

Lastly, children and

adolescents could be engaged using positive language and
encouraging remarks to the greatest extent possible.
Individuals will never value life when they are
constantly bombarded by phrases that declare them
"stupid,"

"scum," "good for nothing," "worthless," or a

"waste of time."

This applies to local law enforcement

officers while practicing true community oriented
policing, to judges and lawyers during proceedings, and
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to probation officers during regular meetings with
clients.

Hopefully,

this repetitive message throughout

an individual's early life will stop children from
killing other children for something as valueless as
their brand-name shoes and jackets.
This brings up another issue concerning the "self,"
that is, to rebalance the scales of valuation.

How is it

that a pair of brand-name shoes or a jacket could come to
out weigh a human life in the first place?

The answer

was previously discussed in this study's findings.
generalization,

As a

humans desire to succeed in life and the

attributes by which success is measured in U.S. society
center on demonstrated possession of commodities and
power over others.

Messages relative to these measures

of success permeate society and are so ingrained that
robbery and murder, when combined with the devaluation of
human life, become simple acts.

This implies that

something could be done to counteract the deleterious
affect of those messages.
Early on in elementary school, children could be
told that alternative messages exist.

To presume that

each and every child hears these messages at home is a
grievous mistake.

First, they could be instructed

regarding basic social morals.

These could be drawn

from--and presented as such--the U.S. Constitution and
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Bill of Rights,

and from state and federal laws.

Second,

children could also be told that it is all right to
desire and to possess certain things so long as the
process of acquisition does not violate the laws of
society.

Finally,

teachers could share with children

alternative attributes by which success can be measured.
This recommendation is not intended to subvert the
capitalist system, rather, its goal is to provide
children with a set of more peaceful options from which
to choose.
Training in alternative messages and social codes
could continue into secondary school and can be
incorporated into existing courses.

Females need to

learn about bulimia and anorexia nervosa,

and they need

to hear alternative messages about their body shapes and
uses.

Males need to learn about appropriate uses of

power and physical force, and to hear alternative
messages about relationships with others.

All students

could receive classes on problem solving, anger
management and conflict resolution.

Children could be

taught that society will not tolerate belittling or
attacking someone because of his or her physical and/or
any other demographic characteristic or personality
trait.

Change and intolerance can sometimes be a good

thing.
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Many criminological theories suggest that humans are
rational beings who weigh the benefits of actions against
the costs

(e.g., Beccaria,

1789/1948) .

1764/1963; Bentham,

Although it may be fair to assume that an

individual should be able to figure out what is right or
wrong relative to social moral codes,

it is ludicrous to

presume that an individual should also know the sanctions
imposed by law.

For the most part, adults do not give

children and adolescents enough credit when it comes to
learning and often treat them as inferiors
Hewitt,

1994).

(Regoli &

A presumption is made that they are

incapable of grasping "adult" concepts, so, they are not
exposed to them until they become applicable.

That is

too late when it comes to behavior, the law, and it
consequences.

This instruction could also provide

secondary school students with the formal penalties for
infractions

(i.e., potential fines and sentences) and the

manner in which the justice system would treat them.

If

humans are rational beings, then this information will
empower adolescents to more accurately weigh benefits and
costs when considering an action.
The manner of imparting justice throughout U.S.
society necessitates additional training.

Formal legal

and informal behavioral codes are scripted on a premise
of each person's ability to exercise rational,

free will
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choices.

Each individual can be held personally

accountable and responsible for his or her actions.
Initially, then, the assignment of accountability and
responsibility presumes a person's guilt.
process presumes an absence of guilt.

Yet, due

During the

sanctioning phase, deterministic models of particular
theories regarding human behavior posit that contributory
factors exist that may explain one's behavior.

An

individual may be accountable for his or her personal
behavior, but not always fully responsible.

Thus,

informed by these theories, adults may on occasion allow
for mitigation and order rehabilitation or treatment
rather than detention or incarceration.

This process

must be confusing to youth.
Thus, this author suggests teaching youth the whole
set of potential sanctions, and recommends that society
as a whole

(i.e., at home, at school, and in the courts)

expand the practice of reintegrative shaming and
restorative justice.

Individuals within society need to

recognize and take responsibility for their roles in
contributing to others' demonstrated behaviors.

Although

there are cases when all hope for redemption may seem to
be lost, reintegrative shaming invokes remorse while
showing understanding,
(Braithwaite,

1989).

forgiveness or even respect
Broader use of "teen courts" and
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alternative sanctioning methods could be implemented and
researched.

This speaks directly to the development of a

child's or adolescent's "self" conceptions and valuation,
which have been theoretically linked in this study to
subsequent gang-joining behavior and gang formation.
Circumspection and Not
Sententiousness
Frugal Action
Researchers James H. Burch II and Betty M. Chemers
(1997; online)

suggest in their article that an

"effective gang program must be based on sound theory and
work closely with the juvenile justice system."

One

example program is the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) Comprehensive Gang Model.
Often referred to as "the Spergel Model" after gang
researcher Irving A. Spergel,

it is constructed around

the following five key points

(Burch & Kane,

1999;

online):
(1) mobilizing community leaders and residents to
plan, strengthen, or create new opportunities or
linkages to existing organizations for gang-involved
and at-risk youth;
(2) using outreach workers to engage gang-involved
youth;
(3) providing and facilitating access to academic,
economic, and social opportunities;
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(4) conducting gang suppression activities and
holding gang-involved youth accountable; and
(5) facilitating organizational change and
development to help community agencies better
address gang problems through a team "problem
solving" approach that is consistent with the
philosophy of community oriented policing.
Five cities have implemented the Spergel Model for
evaluation (Burch & Kane, 1999; online):

Mesa, Arizona;

Tucson, Arizona; Riverside, California; Bloomington/
Normal,

Illinois; and San Antonio, Texas.

A quick read of the article by Burch and Kane

(19 99)

discloses that three of the five projects operate under
the auspices of police departments:

(1) the Mesa Gang

Intervention Project is coordinated by the City of Mesa
Police Department;

(2) the Riverside Comprehensive

Communitywide Approach to Gang Prevention,

Intervention,

and Suppression is a project of the Riverside Police
Department; and

(3) the San Antonio Gang Rehabilitation,

Assessment, and Services Program is a project of the San
Antonio Police Department.

The remaining two projects,

Bloomington/Normal Youth Impact,

Inc.

(directed by

Project OZ, Inc.) and the Tucson Gang Project

(affiliated

with the OUR Town Family Center operating out of local
Boys & Girls Club offices), consist of regular meetings
between outreach workers and agents of local law
enforcement and corrections.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

164
The OJJDP "Spergel Model" not only reflects many of
the programs and projects employed across the U.S. today,
it also reflects many of this study's recommendations.
So, what makes this study's advice unique?

First, most

models appear to rely heavily on police departments for
direction or input.

This creates new or additional

duties for officers, draws them away from normal duties,
strains departmental workloads and tasking,

and depletes

budgets that lack substantive outside funding.

This

study only asks officers to use certain language and to
guard their behaviors during street-level interactions
with youth while carrying out community oriented policing
directives.

These requests do not necessitate modified

duty assignments and budgets or supplemental financial
support.
Second, one may induce that other models place small
communities in a position of dependence upon
considerable,

external financial support in order to

initiate and sustain a gang project or program.
happens when grant monies run out?

What

On the other hand,

this study calls for enhanced use of existing community
resources

(e.g., public elementary and secondary schools

through curriculum amendments, and police departments
through changes in daily practices).
changes,

Through policy

it also seeks increased funding for state
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education budgets and greater availability of
academically related financial aid across the country.
The lone exception is this study's answer to physical
exclusion (i.e., co-locating people with jobs), which
could be implemented over time in small numbers rather
than all at once to reduce associated costs.

Thus, the

majority of this study's recommendations do not require
dumping money into a community in order to continue an
existing or to establish a new program or project.
Preformative Action
Another point where other models and this study's
recommendations differ concerns time.
and Kane

According to Burch

(1999; online), the OJJDP model targets "gang-

involved youth and their communities. . . .

and should

be helpful to any community attempting to address gang
crime and violence."
Spergel

While presenting this model,

(1995, p. 186) suggests that the timeframe

addressed by such a project is ". . . when the youth is
entering the gang or ready to leave it and/or at the
stage the gang problem is developing in the particular
institution or community."

One may infer from these

quotations that the OJJDP "Spergel" model, as well as
others,

seek to intervene in the chain-of-events at the

precise moment necessary to alter outcomes.

Therefore,
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other models are reactive in nature and underlying causes
may still exist.
This study's model targets primary outcomes
gang formation and gang-joining behavior)
the secondary outcomes

(i.e.,

that lead to

(i.e., gang crime and violence)

which other models seek to prevent.

Relative to a

person's lifetime, what about his or her yesterday,
month, or last year?

last

What about real proactive measures

that seek to prevent or eradicate causes?

Employing this

study's advice would address existing, present-day gang
issues in a community.

More importantly, this study's

model sets up a sensible holistic system of early
prevention that is designed to remove underlying causes.
Customized Action
The final point of differentiation between other
models and this study's advice centers on sensitivity.
The OJJDP model, as well as others, reflects an
imposition of outsiders' beliefs and practices upon those
who are the project targets.

Their official documents

routinely recommend conducting some form of research
before initiating any project.

In the OJJDP documents,

this is described as ". . . a comprehensive and
systematic assessment of the gang problem"
Chemers, 1997; online).

(Burch &

A clarification of what this
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generally means can be found in the OJJDP's expressed
program goals:

"...

seek to understand the nature and

extent of the local gang problem," and to ". . . develop
a consensus on definitions

. . . specific targets of

agency and interagency efforts; and interrelated
strategies"

(Burch & Chemers,

1997; online).

What about

the humans who make up a community?
Society needs to be sensitive to differences among
people and sensible concerning its responses to them.
a recently released (February 2002; online)

In

fact sheet

from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention

(OJJDP), Arlen Egley, Jr., presents 1999 data

from the National Youth Gang Center's 2000 survey.

He

reports that 3 7 percent of gang members were younger than
18 years of age and that 63 percent were 18 and older
(Egley, 2002; online).

Additionally, that "[i]n 1999,

respondents reported that 47 percent of gang members were
Hispanic,

31 percent African American,

7 percent Asian, and 2 percent 'other.'

13 percent white,
The distribution

of race/ethnicity of gang members varied little across
measurement years
online).

[i.e., 1996 to 2000]"

(Egley, 2002;

In order to reach out to these individuals, one

could be cognizant of nuances among their needs that may
be age-specific or ethnically different than one's own.
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A recipe for failure or disaster is constructed when
one ignores issues of sensitivity.

One cannot anticipate

going into a neighborhood and putting on a successful
square-dance,

sock-hop or play polka music when the local

culture routinely listens to hip-hop or gangsta rap.

One

should not go to a group of people and preach the evils
of acid (lysergic acid diethylamide or LSD), powder
cocaine, magic mushrooms
cocaine, crystal meth

(psilocybe mexicana), crack

(methamphetamine) or ecstasy

(methylene dioxy methamphetamine or MDMA) when the more
commonly used and abused substances are alcohol,
marijuana or hashish, and peyote.

One should probably

reconsider trying to reach a predominantly Roman Catholic
neighborhood through the words and actions of a
Pentecostal evangelist.

The residents will simply shake

their heads and walk away.
One must, therefore, employ a sociological
imagination while preparing a program.
Wright Mills offers this advice

Sociologist C.

(1959, p. 6),

"Neither

the life of an individual nor the history of a society
can be understood without understanding both."
Additionally, Mills posits that no social study completes
its intellectual journey "that does not come back to the
problems of biography,

of history and of their

intersections within a society"

(1959, p. 6).

In other
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words, their primary language, history, religion,
activities, and arts must be considered.

social

This means

being exceptionally sensitive to a local culture when
developing program curriculum designed to build self and
group identities.
Reviewing a history of a people will demonstrate the
necessity of this study's proposal for sensitivity.

As

reported, Hispanics comprise 47 percent of reported gang
members

(Egley, 2002; online).

According to the U.S.

Census Bureau (2000, online), "Hispanic or Latino

(of any

race)" account for an estimated 12.5 percent of the U.S.
population, of which, Mexicans represent the largest
group at 7.3 percent.

History classes depicted Mexicans

primarily as a conquered people during the time that this
author grew up in Minnesota
12th Grades).

(i.e., 1964-1976,

Mexicans were first defeated by Spanish

conquistadors such as Cortes and Pizarro
Prescott,
Rangers

1st through

(Innes, 1969;

1934), then by the Texas militia and its

(Webb, 1935) , and later by the U.S. Army

(Chidsey, 1968; Price,

1967).

However, another Mexican

history can be found that is considerably different from
that which was commonly portrayed in childhood history
classes.

A history comes forth from other texts relating

tales of struggle, adversity, courage and pride.
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story that is intermingled with U.S. growth and success-usually at the expense of the Mexican people.
This author was taught a history that focused on
conquest of "The West."

Wherein, California was

initially settled by Spaniards who established their
presidios and later towns.

Los Angeles, Monterey and San

Francisco are a few examples.

However, before the

Spaniards reached the Mexican peninsula and proceeded on
to California, these lands were inhabited by various
native people.

Many of these conquered people fled

deeper into the interior as refugees,

intermarried or

traveled along with their conquerors

(G6mez-Quinones,

1982).

Reflecting this mixture of events, they are

referred to today as mestizalje, californios, hispanos
and mexico-tejanos

(McWilliams,

1949, p. 42).

book "North from Mexico," Carey McWilliams

In his

(1949), posits

that a movement to resurrect a Spanish heritage in the
southwest is based upon a false mythology.

McWilliams

discusses Los Angeles as an example of this fantasy
heritage; wherein,

"the city boasts of the Spanish origin

of its first settlers"

(p. 36).

However, an examination of the settlers' backgrounds
done by McWilliams suggests that their Spanish-sounding
surnames is misleading.

McWilliams finds that "two were

Spaniards; one mestizo; two were Negroes; eight were
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mulattoes; and nine were Indians"

(p. 36).

Yet,

Angeles and many other cities across the U.S.,

in Los

"Mexican"

holidays are proudly and festively celebrated with
customs and costumes that are typically "Spanish" in
appearance

(McWilliams,

McWilliams'

1949).

One may surmise from

thesis that this is yet one more attempt to

focus on European rather than native heritages and
contributions.
Although many races and ethnicities comprise the
nation of Mexico, a nationalistic spirit courses within
their veins.

Like any other group of people who call

themselves a nation,

they pull together when their

borders and livelihood are challenged.

Mexicans battled

for their lands against a fledgling Republic of Texas
from 1836 until 1846
1971).

(Nance, 1963, 1964; Weems & Weems,

They defeated an expanding Republic of Texas

military expedition in New Mexico in 1841
McWilliams,

(Kendall,

1966;

1949), and combated against the U.S. Army

from 1845 until 1848

(Chidsey, 1968; Price,

1967) .

History is replete with illustrations of Mexicans
residing in the U.S. who remained quite informed and
active in their native country's affairs.
Richardo and Enrique Magon are an example of
nonviolent political activism on behalf of their home
country.

The brothers published two newspapers:
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called "Liberacidn" while in Mexico City in 1906, and the
other from exile in St. Louis called the "Regeneracidn"
(Albro, 1992; McWilliams,
newspaper,

1949).

It was in this second

that they called for revolution against the

Diaz regime in Mexico.

Many other examples of Mexican

political activism can be found.

One such case was the

League of United Latin American Citizens

(LULACS); formed

on August 24, 1927, by middle-class Mexicans in
Harlingen, Texas.

McWilliams

(1949, p. 88) described

this group as "the first attempt on the part of MexicanAmericans to organize themselves for the purpose of
giving voice to their aspirations and needs as citizens
of the United States."
Another manifestation of the Magdns' activism
occurred in 1910.

The Madero revolution was underway in

Mexico when the Magdns assembled an ill-equipped army for
the invasion of Lower California
McWilliams,

1949).

(Blaisdell,

1962?

McWilliams suggests that their goal

was the pursuit of "a truly Socialist revolution in
Mexico"

(1949, p. 204) .

The nationalistic spirit of this

army was demonstrated by the many regions from which
these Mexicans came:
California

New Mexico, Texas, Arizona, and

(McWilliams,

194 9).

For their part in the

invasion of Mexican territory with an armed force, the
Magdn brothers and conspirators were put on trial in Los
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Angeles from July 1910 until June 1912 for violating the
neutrality laws of the U.S.

(MacLachlan,

1991).

At their

trial, the courtroom was filled with followers who all
wore "the red badge of the Mexican Liberal Party"
(McWilliams,

1949, p. 205).

This may be the source for

the significance of the color red among Mexican gangs
that later formed in Los Angeles.
According to Alexander Monto

(1994),

labor demands

in the U.S. prior to the Civil War were met by two
groups:

a) in the northern region, by mostly Northern

European immigrants seeking to establish farms in new
territories and to secure jobs in an expanding industrial
economy, and b) in the southern region, by slave labor.
The Gold Rush, followed by California's statehood in
1850, brought the need for a railroad to the Southwest.
Monto

(1994, p.52) suggests that "U.S. railroads at first

were the most important employers of Mexican labor."
This was closely followed by mining operations for
precious metals

(McWilliams,

1949) .

However, once the

railroads had been established after the U.S. Civil War,
Mexicans turned to expanding southwestern farms and their
seasonal crops for employment.

T h u s , the character of

Mexican labor in the Southwest switched from stable,
year-round employment to seasonal, migratory employment
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that was dependent upon the locations and cycles of
crops.
The reason people chose to migrate from Mexico was
apparent to this author.
Diaz dictatorship

The era that began with the

(i.e., the Porfiriato) , through the

Madero revolution, and on through the period of civil
unrest

(i.e., Zapata and Villa) was a time of great

turmoil and loss.

It was marked by high levels of infant

mortality and illiteracy, widespread malnutrition and
dire poverty, a Mexican population that nearly doubled in
size, unstable governments,
destruction of property
Monto,

1994).

rampant crime and murder, and

(Dunn, 1934; McWilliams,

1949;

Clearly, Mexican migration during that era

was not based solely upon the variables of higher wages
and job opportunities that could be found in the U.S.
With the onset of U.S. participation in the Great World
War in 1917, a perceived need arose for foreign laborers
to fill jobs vacated by those who had left for combat
(Hoover,

1979).

Unlike earlier periods when the U.S.

needed additional laborers

(e.g., the Civil War), workers

could not be brought in from Europe this time.

Things

were still a mess in Mexico and the U.S. Congress--making
concessions to recently passed laws--allowed for the
entry of Mexican laborers with the establishment of the
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first bracero program.
(Monto,

This program ended in 1923

1994).

Continued poverty and violence in Mexico contrasted
with the expansion of the U.S. economy during the 1920s
and the further need of laborers due to legislated
restrictions on European immigration (Kiser & Silverman,
1979).

Exceptions to new immigration and foreign worker

laws were sought by and granted to Southwestern
agricultural interests--specifically regarding lower-wage
Mexican workers who were preferred by growers
Silverman,

1979; Monto, 1994).

(Kiser &

Monto (1994, p. 55)

states that this arrangement lasted until the Great
Depression

(1930-1939), during which time,

"about half a

million Mexicans were deported or voluntarily returned"
to their homeland in the south.
The U.S. entered World War II in 1941 and much of
its citizenry entered military service during 1942.

This

brought about, once more, a need for foreign laborers.
As before,

these workers could not come from Europe so

the U.S. government looked to Mexico and instituted the
Mexican Farm Labor Supply Program (known as the second
bracero program)

(Monto, 1994; Pfeiffer,

1979).

Many of

these migrant workers came from the West-Central area of
Mexico where economic conditions were the worst
1994).

(Monto,

However, the Mexican government disallowed
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bracero allocations to the State of Texas from 1942 until
1947 due to widespread discriminatory practices against
Mexicans

(Monto,

1994; Scruggs,

1979).

After 1947, the

Mexican government began to lower allocation restrictions
of braceros to Texas

(Scruggs,

1979).

Most of the migrant laborers and their families
returned to Mexico after the field work was completed.
However, some chose to stay and did not return to Mexico.
This was largely due to a policy of the American Crystal
Sugar Company.

The company offered an extra $1.00 per

acre over the contract price to those workers who chose
to winter-over in Minnesota or chose to fulfill
contractual moves at their own expense--thus, lowering
the company's overall expenses

(Goldner, 1972).

Some

U.S. Senators posited that everyone benefited from the
use of Mexican laborers; that is, the U.S.

"from an ample

supply of food and fiber," Mexico "from the alleviation
of her unemployment problem," businessmen "from the
farmers' prosperity and the plentiful supply of raw
materials," farmers "from their ability to secure the
necessary labor at a reasonable price," U.S. laborers
"from the elimination of the wetback traffic . . . and
the upgrading of American jobs," and U.S. consumers "from
'reasonable' prices"

(Hawley, 1979, p. 109).

Yet, no

mention was made of how Mexican laborers benefited from
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this arrangement.

In their book, Lewis H. Carlson and

George A. Colburn (1972, p. 117) posit that Mexicans are
rarely considered in any other terms except those which
may relate to her or his potential within the labor
force.
The U.S. economy flourished after World War II,
thus, increasing the demand for additional labor.

In

1947, the Mexican government moved its recruitment center
for the bracero program to a site closer to the MexicanU.S. border.

This step expedited the process, but the

rate at which legal braceros crossed the border did not
keep up with the ever increasing demand for laborers in
the U.S.

(Monto, 1994).

Thus, the number of illegal

bracero crossings skyrocketed from 1949 through 1954.
Monto illustrates this with data from annual reports
produced by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service for the years of 1940 to 1960
1994, p. 57):

(as cited in Monto,

1949 Legal Entrants = 7,977; 1949 Illegal

Apprehensions = 233,485; 1954 Legal Entrants = 37,456;
and 1954 Illegal Apprehensions = 920,040.
The U.S. government's official response to this
dramatic increase in illegal migrant workers

(referred to

as "wetbacks") came in 1954 and was dubbed "Operation
Wetback"

(Garcia, 1980; Monto,

Ramon Garcia

1994).

In his book, Juan

(1980, p. 236) presents U.S. Immigration and

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

178
Naturalization Service data

(INS, 1968) relevant to this

period of time, suggesting that 1,075,168 illegal or
undocumented persons were apprehended in 1954.

This law

enforcement crackdown lasted only one year and the U.S.
Border Patrol returned to normal operations during 1955
(Garcia,

1980).

The bracero program ended in 1964, yet,

Mexicans continued illegal crossings in search of
bettering their lives despite Operation Wetback and other
U.S. efforts at the border
Monto,

(Garcia,

1980; Martin,

1993;

1994) .

The Border Industrialization Program was initiated
by the Mexican government in 1966 to attract foreign
investment and construction of factories

(known as

maquiladoras) within a twelve-and-one-half mile range of
the U.S. border (Kiser & Kiser,

1979, pp. 257-259) .

This

area was identified due to its rapidly growing
populations, high unemployment, and proximity to U.S.
industry just across the border that was attracting
Mexican commuter workers.

Within this industrial belt,

the "twin plant" concept developed; wherein,

labor

intensive operations were conducted in Mexico with
capital intensive operations performed in the U.S.

Many

U.S. industries took initial advantage of this
arrangement; for example:

Mattel

(toys), International

Manufacturing, Electronics and Consulting Corp.
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sets that eventually went to Sears, Roebuck and Co.),
Kayser-Roth (Catalina-brand sportswear), Transitron
(assemblers of electronic components), Albertti Seafoods
Co., Booth Fisheries, and United Foods
processors)

(Lopez, 1979).

(shrimp

In July 1973, Mexico signed

an agreement with Canada that assured equal lodging and
wages for Mexican laborers who did the same jobs as
Canadians--no such agreement was reached with the U.S.
(Echeverria,

1979).

This arrangement of cheap Mexican labor on both
sides of the border and lower overhead expenses at
factories in Mexico pleased U.S. industrial investors.
However,

several issues greatly angered U.S. workers and

their labor unions.

One issue was that Mexican commuters

had been used as strike breakers at U.S. plants.

Another

issue was that of products which had been predominantly
assembled in Mexico and were carrying the labels of U.S.
manufacturers instead of the proper "Made in Mexico"
label.

A third issue was the lay off and loss of

employment experienced by U.S. workers when their jobs
were moved to factories in Mexico

(Lopez, 1979).

In his book "Trade and Migration:

NAFTA and

Agriculture," Philip L. Martin (1993) presents an
argument in support of the North American Free Trade
Agreement

(NAFTA).

He suggests that "NAFTA should be
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embraced as the best long-run solution to the present
problem of Mexico-to-US migration"
On the preceding page

(Martin, 1993, p. 7) .

(p. 6), he posits that NAFTA will

add to the Mexico-to-U.S. emigration flow

only

during its

initial stages by about 10 percent or roughly 30,000
Mexicans annually.

Martin's

(1993) argument is quickly

refuted by data presented by the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service

(INS).

If NAFTA was really doing what it was intended to
do, then the following INS comments

(in an online article

last modified June 22, 1998) would be false.
Mexico is the leading source country of undocumented
immigration to the United States.
In October 1996,
an estimated 2.7 million undocumented immigrants
from Mexico had established residence here. . . .
Mexican undocumented immigrants constituted about 54
percent of the total undocumented population.
The
estimated population from Mexico increased by just
over 150,000 annually in both the 1988-92 and 19921996 periods (INS, 1998a).
Demographic analysis of the CPS [1996 Current
Population Survey] data indicates that approximately
230,000 undocumented Mexican immigrants established
residence annually between 1990 and 1996 (INS,
1998a).
According to an INS online data table (INS, 1998b),
Mexico was the leading source of immigrants to the U.S.
from 1994 through 1996 with a total of 364,902.

The next

closest country of immigrant origin was the Philippines
with a three-year total of 160,395

(INS, 1998b).

The two

largest groups within the 163,572 Mexican immigrants
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during 1996 fell under the INS categories of "Family
Sponsored Preferences"
of U.S. Citizens"

(99,156) and "Immediate Relatives

(55,807)

(INS, 1998c).

The INS

(1998a)

further reports that a total of about 2 million of the
2.7 million undocumented immigrants settled in
California.

Either Martin (1993) was incorrect in his

assessment of NAFTA's capability to slow Mexican
immigration to the U.S., or the INS
and U.S. Census Bureau
inaccurate.

(1998a,

1998b,

1998c)

(1997) data as reported are

No matter how one looks at the data, Mexican

immigration to the U.S. has not been abated.

Apparently,

the problems still exist.
This version of Mexican history is full of
adversity, discrimination and oppression--both within
Mexico and specifically within the U.S.

The issue of

Mexican stereotypes held by U.S. citizens was not
addressed in this historical review.

Yet, this author

discovered a consistent use of pejorative nouns and
adjectives in conjunction with Mexicans nested within the
cited texts.

Use of these words were not attributable to

the cited authors, rather, they were references to
comments found within original sources and were generally
made by U.S. and Mexican citizens presumed to be of
Northern European or Spanish descent.
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Given a historical record of the oppressive
treatment experienced by Mexican workers within the U.S.,
and particularly Texas, this author is left with no doubt
as to why a Mexican would hold fast to nationalistic
views and not want to become an U.S. citizen.

Across the

U.S. as a whole, a justifiable reason has not been
demonstrated by society's actions.

As for NAFTA,

it

seems to be yet another political decoy designed to mask
capitalist exploitation of the Mexican labor force in
search of greater wealth for a select few U.S.
businessmen.

Although incidents of overt racism rarely

make the daily newspaper headlines

(i.e., such as

occurred during the "Zoot-Suit Riots," Mazdn,

1984), this

does not mean that the aforementioned issues and/or
aversive racism are not present today.

In addition, one

final key feature distinguishing Mexicans from all other
immigrant groups associated with gangs throughout U.S.
history is that they are not geographically isolated from
"the old country."
The preceding historical review clear demonstrates a
necessity for sensibility and sensitivity when dealing
with a neighborhood that is predominantly of a culture
different from one's own.

Prior to formal planning of a

gang project and a writing of curriculum, one must go in
there and meet the individuals who make up the target
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area.

Discover their history, hear their life stories,

explore their goals and dreams, and expose their often
unspoken, underlying needs--do not presume knowledge.
One must, therefore, develop a sociological imagination
(Mills,

1959)

relative to those people within himself or

herself.
Summary
"Being" Realization
Many of the recommendations in this study's final
chapter require additional formal training within the
framework of public schools.

Although several of the

advised course topics could be incorporated into existing
classes, the school day cannot be lengthened due to
extracurricular activities and after-school employment or
family-related responsibilities.

This implies that

longer school years may need to be used with shorter
breaks strategically placed throughout the year.

A

European educational system fiscal schedule may serve as
an initial model for replication.

Employment of longer

school years should not greatly affect parents'
schedules.

An argument can be formed that it will reduce

idle time for youth during the summer months--a period
when they have time on their hands for mischief.
Additionally, attrition of knowledge over the summer
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months is one of the primary complaints that this author
has heard from public school educators.

Rather than a

three-month period for developing hobbies or interests
and a nine-month period for increasing knowledge,

this

approach would afford a more consistent model by
spreading out socially inclusive activities that lead to
"self" actualization.
The recommendations presented by this study
encourage development of the "species-being."

The study

advised one major step that could be taken to reduce
physical exclusion,
jobs.

that was, co-locating people with

The proposed actions leading to greater social

inclusion and enhanced "self" appreciation formed a
logical model.

Actions taken and concepts introduced

during the elementary school years are followed up in
secondary school through supportive messages and by
teaching skills that are directly related to future
success.

This prepares a young adult for inclusion in

post-secondary activities.

Having reached this point in

life, it becomes incumbent upon society to keep its
promises relative to "the American Dream."

That is, to

deal fairly in matters of legal code violations and to
provide equitable funding through changed policies and/or
new approaches for further academic opportunities.

Thus,

these recommendations work to replace the unacceptable
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outcome of "being" alienation with an acceptable outcome
of an encouraged "species-being."
On Patterns
This study called for circumspection (i.e.,
discretion and concern for the moral and social
repercussions of one's actions) before employing any
model.

It proposed sensible actions that are frugal,

preformative, and customized.
of sententious

It challenged the pattern

(i.e., terse, aphoristic, forceful and

brief) action common among community approaches to gangs.
Wherein,

"tried-and-true" methods and old slogans are

routinely imposed upon a community to create change
rather than brought into a community to evolve change.
This study's inductive content analysis design
explored the texts within twentieth century works to
recover thematic subjects that could be developed into
typologies.

The purpose of this study was to identify

probable causal factors for gang formation and gangjoining behavior that could be addressed while developing
community programs and projects.

This study's review of

theoretical explanations in Chapter Two presented those
sociological concepts that are most often discussed among
criminologists.

Many of those concepts were clearly

addressed by the extruded thematic subjects and their
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subsequent classes and categories as presented in Chapter
Four.
When viewed broadly and as a whole, the same
theoretical concepts appeared throughout twentieth
century textual explanations even though the foci of
independent works vary.

An implied pattern among

concepts of the typologies is one of neglect.

The same

probable causal factors were textually presented within
the study's sample population as varying shades of the
same sociological concepts from 1912 with J. Adams Puffer
to 2000 with Jody Miller and Rod K. Brunson.

Clearly,

leaders and decision-makers in U.S. society have not
learned from these texts nor whole-heartedly addressed
the issues that they narrated.

Failing to correct an

identified problem while knowing its likely cause(s)
implies that an underlying or hidden agenda may be at
work.

Furthermore, said inaction or general lack of

action may be demonstrative of willful neglect.
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FILING SYSTEM:

SORTED ON RECORDING SHEET NUMBER
Citation as found in this Study's
Bibliography

Recording
Sheet Number

Year

31

1983

Bowker & Klein (1983)

32

1984

Pigueira-McDonough, Barton, & Sarri (1984)

33

1983

Morash (1983)

34

1962

Yablonslcy (1962)

35

1991

Goldstein (1991)

36

1986

Giordano, Cemkovich, & Pugh (1986)

38

1993

Bjerregaard & Smith (1995)

39

1984

Spergel (1984)

40

1929

Shaw, Zorbaugh, McKay, & Cottrell (1929)

41

1991

Sanchez-Jankowski (1991)

42

1958

Bloch & Niederhoffer (1958)

43

1972

Wolfgang, Piglio, & Sellin (1972)

44

1976

Moore & Pachdn (1976)

45

1981

Aculia (1981)

46

1991

Jackson (1991)

47

1996

Jackson & McBride (1996)

48

1994

Knox (1994)

49

1943

Whyte (1943)

50

1964

Spergel (1964)

51

1965

Short & Strodtbeck (1974)

52

1984

Campbell (1984)

53

1992

Majors & Billson (1992)

54

1985

Zatz (1985)

55

1996

Bender & Leone (1996)

56

1997

Sachs (1997)

57

1975

Tomson & Fielder (1975)

58

1943

Cameron (1943)

59

1995

Skolnick (1995)
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FILING SYSTEM:

SORTED ON RECORDING SHEET NUMBER
Citation as found in this Study's
Bibliography

Recording
Sheet Number

Year

60

1985

Gottfredson & Gottfredson (1985)

61

1997

Campbell (1997)

62

1974

Gold & Mattick (1974)

63

1971

Klein (1971)

65

1981

Void (1981)

66

1990

Taylor (1990)

67

1964

Stinchcombe (1964)

68

1994

Sanders (1994)

69

1996

Moore & Hagedom (1996)

70

1997

Simons 6 Gray (1997)

71

1997

Yablonsky (1997)

72

1996

Vigil & Yun (1996)

73

1991

Conley (1991)

74

1986

Hagedom, Macon, & Moore (1986)

75

1997

Harris (1997)

76

1918

Thomas 6 Znaniecki (1918)

77

1995

Spergel (1995)

78

1996

Chesney-Lind, Shelden, & Joe (1996)

79

1990

Chin (1990b)

80

1996

Huff (1996b)

81

1992

Lauderback, Hansen, & Waldorf (1992)

82

1998

McLean (1998)

83

1975

Ley (1975)

84

1978

Moore (1978)

85

1912

Puffer (1912)

86

1987

Reddick (1987)

88

1931

Shaw & McKay (1931)

89

1991

Kotlowitz (1991)

90

1931

Taylor (1993)
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FILING SYSTEM:

SORTED ON YEAR OF ORIGINAL PUBLICATION
Citation as found in this Study's
Bibliography

Recording
Sheet Number

Year

85

1912

Puffer (1912)

76

1918

Thomas & Znaniecki (1918)

24

1927

Thrasher (1927)

40

1929

Shaw, Zorbaugh, McKay, & Cottrell (1929)

88

1931

Shaw & McKay (1931)

58

1943

Cameron (1943)

49

1943

Whyte (1943)

25

1955

Cohen (1955)

42

1958

Bloch & Niederhoffer (1958)

26

1958

Miller (1958)

27

1960

Cloward & Ohlin (1960)

34

1962

Yablonsky (1962)

50

1964

Spergel (1964)

67

1964

Stinchcombe (1964)

51

1965

Short & Strodtbeck (1974)

28

1966

Spergel (1966)

63

1971

Klein (1971)

43

1972

Wolfgang, Figlio, 6 Sellin (1972)

62

1974

Gold & Mattick (1974)

29

1975

Cartwright, Thomson, & Schwartz (1975)

83

1975

Ley (1975)

57

1975

Tomson & Fielder (1975)

44

1976

Moore & Pachdn (1976)

14

1978

Giordano (1978)

23

1978

Kornhauser (1978)

84

1978

Moore (1978)

45

1981

Acufia (1981)

65

1981

Void (1981)

31

1983

Bowker & Klein (1983)
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FILING SYSTEM:

SORTED ON YEAR OF ORIGINAL PUBLICATION
Citation as found in this Study's
Bibliography

Recording
Sheet Number

Year

33

1983

Morash (1983)

52

1984

Campbell (1984)

32

1984

Figueira-McDonough, Barton, & Sarri (1984)

39

1984

Spergel (1984)

60

1985

Gottfredson & Gottfredson (1985)

54

1985

Zatz (1985)

36

1986

Giordano, Cernkovich, & Pugh (1986)

74

1986

Hagedorn, Macon, & Moore (1986)

86

1987

Reddick (1987)

11

1988

Fishman (1995)

7

1988

Hagedorn (1988)

16

1988

Harris (1988)

9

1988

Vigil (1988)

22

1990

Campbell (1995)

79

1990

Chin (1990b)

20

1990

Chin (1995)

66

1990

Taylor (1990)

17

1991

Campbell (1991)

73

1991

Conley (1991)

35

1991

Goldstein (1991)

46

1991

Jackson (1991)

89

1991

Kotlowitz (1991)

8

1991

Moore (1991)

41

1991

Sanchez-Jankowski (1991)

13

1991

Swart (1995)

30

1992

Curry & Spergel (1992)

81

1992

Lauderback, Hansen, & Waldorf (1992)

53

1992

Majors & Billson (1992)

1

1992

Padilla (1992)
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FILING SYSTEM :

SORTED ON YEAR OF ORIGINAL PUBLICATION
Citation as found in this Study's
Bibliography

Recording
Sheet Number

Year

38

1993

Bjerregaard & Smith (1995)

21

1993

Padilla (1995)

90

1993

Taylor (1993)

48

1994

Knox (1994)

19

1994

OSS (1995)

68

1994

Sanders (1994)

15

1995

Joe & Chesney-Lind (1995)

59

1995

Skolnick (1995)

77

1995

Spergel (1995)

55

1996

Bender & Leone (1996)

18

1996

Chesney-Lind 6 Brown (1996)

78

1996

Chesney-Lind, Shelden, 6 Joe (1996)

2

1996

Decker (1996)

5

1996

Fagan (1996)

80

1996

Huff (1996b)

47

1996

Jackson & McBride (1996)

69

1996

Moore & Hagedorn (1996)

10

1996

Short (1996)

72

1996

Vigil & Yun (1996)

61

1997

Campbell (1997)

75

1997

Harris (1997)

56

1997

Sachs (1997)

70

1997

Simons & Gray (1997)

71

1997

Yablonsky (1997)

4

1998

Esbensen & Deschenes (1998)

82

1998

McLean (1998)

3

2000

Miller & Brunson (2000)
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HumanSublaca insWutaw 9mmn Bean*

W e s t e r n M ic h ig a n u n iv e r s e

Memorandum
Date: I December 2000
To:

D. Lee Gilbertson

„

From: Michael S. Pritchard, Interim Chair
Re:

HSIRB Submission

This memo w ill serve as confirmation that your research project entitled “What are they telling
us about gangs? An integrative review o f 20* Century literature pertinent to gangs in the United
States” has been reviewed by the chair o f the Human Subjects Institutional Review Board.
Approval for this work from the HSIRB has been deemed unnecessary
there are no
human subjects involved in your project You may begin to implement the research as described
in the application without further submission to HSIRB.
1
Thank you for your submission and your desire to protect human subjects o fresesrch at WMU.
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